WASHI NGTON STATE DEPARTMENT OF PERSONNEL
45620

Specification for the C ass of

HORTI CULTURE | NSPECTOR, SENI OR
Abolished Initially Effective January 13, 2006
Abolished Final Effective February 10, 2006

Definition: Inspects fresh fruits and/or vegetables according to
standards of quality, condition, size, pack and other factors as
established by state and federal |aws and/or regul ati ons and
certifies conpliance or non-conpliance. Enforces state |aws and
regul ations related to fresh fruits and/ or vegetables. Certifies
conpliance wth export regulations and foreign country
phytosanitary requirenments, including treatnment of product.
Grades raw product(s) for processing under contract
specifications, federal or state grading standards, or a

conbi nation of the two. Provides information to producers,
packers, and other financially interested parties as to: (a)
quality/condition of the product, (b) interpretation of grading
standards, regulations, and inspection procedures, and, (c)
options or alternatives for correction of non-conplying |ots of
product(s). Acts as |lead inspector, as necessary, and trains
individuals in the classes of Horticulture inspector Trainee and
Horticulture Inspector including reconmendation to managenent for
licensure of commodities. As a single position |ocated in
Spokane, perfornms term nal nmarket inspections.

Di stingui shing Characteristics: This is the senior |evel
horticulture inspector. Positions inspect and certify at |least 5
maj or horticulture commbdities within a horticulture district and
are assigned on a regular basis at least 2 of the followng: (1)
training activities of horticulture inspectors and trainees

i nvol vi ng recomrendati on of |icensure, (2) |eading horticulture

i nspectors and/or trainees on assigned inspections, (3)
nmonitoring and review ng inspection certificates for accuracy,
consi stency, and conpl eteness, and (4) conducting audits of
controll ed at nosphere storage |icensees.

Note: USDA-APH S |icense or other federally issued |icense shal
be equivalent to a major comodity. M nor commodities
(i nspection) shall be equivalent to a major commodity
(i nspection) on a two-for-one basis.
Maj or commodities: apples, pears, potatoes, processing
pot at oes, cherries, peaches, prunes, onions asparagus.
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M nor commodities: apricots, pluns, nectarines, |ettuce,

cabbage, rutabagas, grapes, turnips, cauliflower, rhubarb,
cucunbers, cantal oupe, tonatoes, others.

Typi cal Wor k

Sel ects and inspects sanples of fresh fruits and/ or vegetabl es at
shi pping points; inspects for a wide variety of quality factors
such as, color, blem shes, shape, nechanical danmage, and evi dence
of insect and/or disease; inspects for condition of product as to
factors of maturity/firmess/freshness, presence and degree of

| atent condition defects occurring subsequent to grading and
packi ng; inspects for proper sizing of product, tightness and/or
fill of pack, and correct |abeling as required by grade

st andards; determ nes grade(s), classification(s), or percentages
of usabl e stock of raw product for processing;

Supervi ses fum gation’s or other treatnents for control of insect
i nfestation and nakes appropriate certification;

| ssues federal -state certificates, state certificates, shipping
permts and ot her clearance docunents for donestic and foreign
destinations, detailed inspection notesheets of sanples

i nspected, federal phytosanitary certificates, (when properly
Iicensed) and state phytosanitary certificates declaring presence
or absence of pests and di sease; issues notices on non-conplying
product (s) and takes regul atory actions as necessary; 1|ssues
certificates indicating quality |evels or percentages of

mar ket abl e stock for paynent to the producer by the buyer or
processor;

Cal cul ates fees on inspection docunents; cal culates and collects
i nspection fees and assessnents for commodity comm ssions from

i ncidental inspection applicants such as growers, truckers, and
ot hers not having established a credit account;

Performs inspections of fruits and/or vegetabl es for insurance
conpanies or other financially interested parties to establish
anount of damage or loss due to fire, equipnent failure or other
causes for the purpose of providing information useful in making
nmonetary settlenments or marketing decisions;

Perforns audits of controll ed atnosphere storage |icensee’s
records regardi ng tenperatures, nunbers of days in storage, air
conponents, and m ni mum or maxi mum | evel s of oxygen content of

t he storage atnosphere; certifies conpliance of Chapter 15.30 RCW
Controll ed At nosphere Storage of Fruits and Vegetabl es and
qualifies the eligibility of the fruit for packing and marketing
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as controll ed at nosphere subject to additional grade and
condi tion inspections;

Assists in inspection, grading, and certification of native and
non-native fruits and/ or vegetables at receiving points; perforns
pl atforminspections of horticultural comodities to be put into
storage; makes platforminspections of fruits and/or vegetabl es
for paynment to producer by the processor;

During the peak seasons, assists the Area Supervisor in
organi zing and setting up field operations;

Instructs, trains, and provides field supervision for entrance

| evel horticulture inspectors; instructs, trains, and supervises
Horticulture Inspector Trai nees and nakes progress reports to the
Area Supervisor or Manager regarding trainee; assists in training
and devel opnent of the Horticulture Inspector; assists in
nmonitoring, and reviews other inspectors’ certificates for
accuracy and conpl et eness;

Performs as a crew | eader of commodity graders in processing
pl ants where third party or contract inspection is in progress;

May investigate conplaints frompurchasers of defective fruits
and/ or vegetables; may investigate conplaints of infested
orchards; wites reports concerning his or her inspections;
May performany or all the duties of a Horticulture Inspector;

I n energencies, or Area Supervisor’s absence, may act as Area
Supervi sor on an interim basis;

Perfornms other work as required.

Know edge and Abilities

Thor ough and in-depth know edge of: Washington fruit and

veget abl e products, fruit and vegetabl e inspection techni ques,
procedures, and practices; Federal Shipping Point Handbook(s),
commodi ty handbooks, witten inspection nenoranda and
instructions, visual aides, and other state, federal, and foreign
regul ati ons governi ng inspection, grading, quarantine, and
certification of products inspected; departnent standards and
procedures for enforcenment of fresh fruit and/or vegetable
regul ati ons; Washington | aws and regul ati ons governing controll ed
at nosphere storage; methods and practices used in harvesting,

shi ppi ng, and marketing of fresh fruits and/or vegetable
commodi ti es.
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Abilities: wunderstand and foll ow procedures and practices which
have been devel oped and to devi se new ones when the existing
gui del ines do not cover particular factors; w thstand trade
pressures; interpret and apply grade standards and i nspection
procedures and clearly and convincingly explain themto

i nspection applicants or to other interested persons; deal
tactfully and conpetently with nmenbers of the trade or with
organi zed groups; train, instruct, and check work of horticulture
i nspectors; interpret, explain, and apply state and federal fruit
and/ or vegetabl e regul ations; enforce horticultural |aws, using
mat ure judgnment and product know edge; wite and speak clearly,
conci sely, accurately, and informatively; lift and handl e
customary packages of products, e.g. apples in approximtely 50
pound containers and potatoes in approximtely 100 pound sacks;
di stingui sh col or variations.

M ni mum Qual i fications

Si x years of experience in regulatory horticulture inspection and
USDA licensing for five major comodities.

Two years of college-level coursework with major enphasis in
horticul ture, agronony, or closely related field will be
substituted for one year of the required experience.

Note: A valid license issued by the United States Departnent of
Agriculture to inspect horticultural products is required prior
to appointnent to this class. A valid |license to operate a notor
vehicle in Washington state is required. Positions require the
lifting of packaged commodities which may weigh up to 100 pounds.

New cl ass: 3-15-85

Revi sed definition: 1-13-89

Revi sed definition, m ninmum qualifications and distinguishing
characteristics: 7-1-96



