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September 14, 2020 

 
 
TO: David Schumacher, Director 
 Office of Financial Management 
 
FROM: Carol Smith, Executive Director 
 Washington State Conservation Commission 
 
SUBJECT: 2021-2023 SCC Capital Budget Request 

 
Our state faces multiple natural resource challenges, including salmon and orca recovery, climate and drought 
resiliency, shellfish recovery, and forest health protection. Here’s the good news — several landowners in 
every county are ready and willing to invest their time and money in being part of the solution. The only thing 
preventing them is they need help with the cost and construction of conservation projects. These projects not 
only provide effective, multi-benefit solutions for our most pressing natural resource issues, they also create 
jobs and drive economic activity.     
 
The Washington State Conservation Commission (SCC or “Commission”) is requesting capital funds to 
continue the following programs that empower landowners and conservation districts in every corner of our 
state to get these vital conservation projects on the ground.  
 
Natural Resource Investments (NRI), $11,905,000 
Enables conservation districts to help local landowners pay for and construct conservation projects that 
address the most pressing state and local priorities, such as removing fish barriers, building manure storage 
facilities, and installing livestock exclusion fencing. At this time, 186 landowners are ready to invest in 356 
practices on their properties to improve natural resources, and we expect that number to grow.  
 
Conservation Reserve Enhancement Program Riparian Planning (Cost Share & TA), $7,725,000 
Provides matching funds to continue management and implementation of CREP, the largest riparian 
restoration program in the state and a vital tool for salmon and orca recovery. CREP engages private 
landowners as partners in restoring salmon habitat by planting trees and vegetation along salmon-bearing 
streams (riparian buffers). Requested state match represents 20% of program funding, which brings in the 
remaining 80% from federal dollars.  
 
CREP Riparian Planting (Practice Incentive Payment PIP Loan Program), $500,000 
Gives the SCC spending authority to administer revolving loan funds to private landowners when they incur 
upfront costs for CREP projects. Without the PIP Loan, landowners could wait several months to be 
reimbursed for expensive project costs, which is a barrier for CREP participation, especially for low-income 
individuals.  
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Regional Conservation Partnership Program (RCPP) $7,962,000  
Covers state match needed to bring millions of Farm Bill dollars to Washington for RCPP projects that unite 
multiple partners in solving natural resource issues. The SCC has been designated to pass-through required 
state capital match for nine RCPP projects. RCPP projects create hundreds of jobs and make measurable 
progress on urgent issues, including fish passage, flood control, orca recovery, water supply, forest health, 
and farmland preservation.  
 
Shellfish Funding $4,326,000 
Enables landowners to work with their local conservation district to install an estimated 150-200 practices 
that help keep our shellfish growing areas healthy and open. Funding will be administered through the SCC 
using a targeted approach to invest in high-priority watersheds and build cumulative results for water 
quality.  
 
Irrigation Efficiencies $4,000,000 
Supports projects currently under development that enhance water supply for people, farms, and fish. On-farm 
irrigation and water delivery systems will be replaced with more efficient, modern systems that conserve water. 
Saved water will be returned to streams to enhance flow — benefitting salmonid species and water quality — 
without risk of relinquishing irrigators’ water rights.  
 
Thank you for your consideration of these requests. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
Carol Smith 
Executive Director 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
PURPOSE  
The Washington State Conservation Commission (WSCC) is sensitive to the cultural resource concerns of 
the tribes in Washington State and in an effort to help preserve and protect those cultural resources, the 
Commission encourages each District to communicate with their local tribes regarding the conservation 
work that they do, in an attempt to develop a working relationship that supports their conservation 
activities while protecting important cultural resources. 
 
The WSCC for its part, will ensure that future activities of the Washington State Conservation 
Commission (WSCC) are compliant with the Governor's Executive Order 0505  regarding the preservation 
and protection of our statewide Archeological and Cultural Resources in the disbursement of State funds 
to conservation districts for capital construction projects to conserve the state’s natural resources. 
 
POLICY  
Before a Conservation District can be reimbursed for conservation practices (capital construction 
projects) with WSCC managed funds (regardless of the source, such as Operational Funds or Capital 
funds), a District must provide documentation to WSCC that: 
 

1.   a GEO-O505 review has been completed or 
2.   the project/practice is exempted from the GEO-0505 review  or 
3.   a GEO-0505 review is not needed. 
 

PROCEDURE  
Procedural guidance to implement this policy is attached and also posted to the WSCC Cultural Resource 
Website at: http://scc.wa.gov/cultural-resources-2.   

Current updated cultural resource information will be maintained on the website. 

 
EFFECTIVE PERIOD  
 
This policy is effective July 1, 2015 
 
Attachments 

GEO-0505 Complied statement, 
Options for Cultural Resource Review 
Cultural Resource review procedure with WSCC assistance 
Flow Chart of CR Review with WSCC assistance 
 

Policy # 15-02 Cultural Resources Policy 

Applies to: All Conservation Districts 

Effective Date: July 1, 2015 as approved by the Commission 

http://www.governor.wa.gov/sites/default/files/exe_order/eo_05-05.pdf
http://scc.wa.gov/cultural-resources-2


 

Rev. 6/24/15 

      
Governor’s Executive Order 05-05 Complied Statement 

(Use when requesting reimbursement from WSCC) 
 
1. Identify the Practice/project that this statement applies to:________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
2. Please check one below and complete the blanks: 
 
 ______ Another State or Federal agency  
Cultural Resource Review was completed by:  ________________ (BPA, WDFW, etc) 
 
_______  District Completed 
Cultural Resource Review was completed by:  ________________  Conservation District 
     
_______   WSCC assisted compliance  
Cultural Resource Review was completed by:  ________________  Conservation District with WSCC assistance. 
 
_______   Exempted  
Cultural Resource Review is exempted by a statewide exemption or other exemptions known as 
________________________ (reference other exemption or provide a copy) 
 
_______  Does Not apply 
Cultural Resource Review does not apply because: 
_______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
_______  Prior to Policy 
This practice was completed prior to July 1, 2015, and is not covered under policy recently approved and 
effective July 1, 2015.  (Attached documents for reimbursement are being submitted after 7/1/15) 
   
_______  Substantially completed prior to policy 
This practice was substantially completed before the Cultural Resource Review Policy  
took effect on July 1, 2015  
  
3. Submitted by:  
 
 
___________________________________________________                    _________________ 
 Authorized District Signer or a Professional Archeologist   Date 
 
      (must be provided to WSCC Financial Staff prior to eligibility for grant reimbursement) 
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District Options for Cultural Resource Review when using WSCC funds 
 

PROCEDURE: 
 

I. Cultural Resources Goal: 
The WSCC goal for the Cultural Resources Review process is to comply with GEO-0505, 
minimize the impact of any conservation work on Cultural Resources, and to get 
conservation practices implemented in a cost effective manner. 

 
II. Final Authority: 
Because the Governor’s Executive Order 0505 holds WSCC accountable for Cultural Resource 
reviews for Projects funded by WSCC, the WSCC Executive Director will make final decisions 
regarding whether a Cultural Resource Site Survey or any additional Cultural Resource 
activities are required prior to WSCC grant reimbursement. 

 
III. Applicability: 
This process applies to all District construction projects that are funded in whole or in part 
with WSCC managed funds. 
The cost of complying with the Cultural Resources review process is eligible for grant 
reimbursement. 

 
IV. Cultural Resources review can be completed in one of three ways: 

 

Option A. Another State or Federal agency completes the review which is documented 
by a: 

1. “GEO-0505 complied statement” signed by an authorized District signer.  
(Statement would say: Cultural Resources Review completed by the Bonneville Power 
Administration (BPA), or Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife (WDFW), etc. 

 
Option B. District completes the review which is documented by a: 

1. “GEO-0505 complied statement” signed by an authorized District signer or 
2. “GEO-0505 complied statement” signed by a Professional Archeologist 

 
Option C. WSCC assisted compliance with GEO-0505, if requested by District 
The WSCC has a procedure to assist districts with the Cultural Resources review of the 
District’s cost shared practices, if assistance is requested by the District. 

 
The WSCC will notify the District when the Cultural Resources review is completed and 
the District will document the completion by a: 

1. “GEO-0505 complied statement” signed by authorized District signer, based upon 
the report from WSCC. 
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V. Compliance documentation before WSCC payment. 
District must provide a signed “GEO-0505 Complied Statement” to financial staff prior to 
eligibility for grant reimbursement. 

 
*A standard “GEO-0505 Complied Statement” template is to be used for Options A, B, 
and C above in which an applicable box (i.e. Complied, Exempted, Does not apply, or 
Cultural Resources Review completed by another agency) is checked. 

 
VI. Internal Cultural Resources documentation: 
Each District is responsible for internally documenting their GEO-0505 compliance which 
would be subject to review by a responsible agency, such as WSCC. 
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Option C – Procedures for WSCC Assisted Cultural Resource Reviews  
 

-In order to comply with GEO-0505, the WSCC will use the following procedures when WSCC assists districts with 
their District’s CR review.  

Step 1. The District will determine if the project involves any ground disturbing activities or involves any structures 
50 years or older and if a CR Review is needed (considering authorized exemptions).  

• If the answer is “NO”, the District must document this in their practice file.  

• If the answer is “YES”, go to step 2 and/or 3.  

Step 2. For any activities involving structures 50 years or older, the district fills out a Historic Property Inventory 
(HPI) form on DAHP’s Historic Property Inventory online database for DAHP’s review. Department of Archeology 
and Historic Preservation (DAHP) may require more intensive investigation or mitigation of impacts to the structure 
depending on the historical significance of the building. The district may need assistance from a Professional 
Archeologist or WSCC staff when dealing with Historic Properties. 

Step 3. For any ground disturbing activity, the District must complete DAHP’s EZ-1 form to describe the project.   

If the District chooses to go ahead and have a professional archeologist do a site specific cultural resources survey 
(with the archeologist following DAHP guidelines), then the complete survey report will accompany the EZ1 form. (A 
district may choose to have a Cultural Resource Site Specific Cultural Resource Survey done at any time the District thinks 
one is warranted.)  

-DAHP EZ forms available at: http://www.dahp.wa.gov/governors-executive-order-05-05  

-DAHP CR Report Cover Sheet at: http://www.dahp.wa.gov/sites/default/files/CRSURVEYcoversheet_Aug2011.doc  

Note: This step could certainly be augmented by the District working with any Tribe that is interested and willing to work 
with the district.  Any tribal agreement concerning the project, verbal or otherwise, should be documented and included 
with the EZ1 report. 

Step 4. The District will submit a copy of the EZ-1 Form electronically, and if available, a site specific cultural 
resources survey, and any previous tribal or DAHP correspondence regarding the project to the WSCC.  

Step 5. The WSCC will compile and process all of the appropriate forms and correspondence:  

   a. If an EZ-1 Form is submitted by the District, the following will be sent out by the WSCC: 

       1) WSCC tribal cover letter with the Director’s signature and the EZ1 form to all potentially interested tribes.  

       2) An email to DAHP for review with the EZ1 form and all project correspondence including and tribal, WSCC, 
and District correspondence.  

   b. If both an EZ1 form and a Site Specific Cultural Resources Survey have been submitted by the District, the 
following will be sent out by the WSCC:  

       1) WSCC tribal cover letter with the WSCC Director’s signature and only the Cultural Resource Survey (and no 
other correspondence unless necessary) asking for concurrence to implement to all potentially interested tribes.  

       2) WSCC’s email requesting DAHP’s review with electronic versions of all WSCC letters, any tribal or district 
correspondence, and the survey.  

Step 6. The WSCC will send DAHP’s and the tribes’ correspondence and responses, or a lack of response notice to 
the District,  

http://www.dahp.wa.gov/governors-executive-order-05-05
http://www.dahp.wa.gov/sites/default/files/CRSURVEYcoversheet_Aug2011.doc
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a. If DAHP and tribes respond that there will be no effect to cultural resources or do not respond within the 30 
day request period then the WSCC will notify the district that the project will be considered to have complied 
with GEO-0505 and the project may be implemented.   

The District will insure that every person working on the project site be familiar with the District’s Inadvertent 
Discovery Plan (IDP) procedures in case any cultural resources are discovered.  

The District will consider all mitigation measures into the project that are mentioned in any responses.  

   b. If DAHP or a tribe requests more information, the District will be asked to compile required information and 
submit to WSCC and the cultural resources review process will continue.  

   c. If DAHP or a tribe suggests that a Site Specific CR Survey is warranted, then the District in consultation with 
WSCC will decide if a survey is to be done.  If one is done then go back to Step 4 and proceed. 

   d. If the District, DAHP, or the tribes determine there will be a negative effect on cultural resources or historic 
properties, that cannot be avoided or adequately minimized, then go to step 7.  

Step 7. The WSCC Executive Director’s may make a determination that a project will have an effect on Cultural 
Resources or historic properties that would trigger a process of formal consultation regarding whether the effect is 
adverse or not.  Or the WSCC Executive Director may determine that a project will have no effect or minimal effect 
on CR or historic properties.  Due to the potential risk to the agency, the WSCC Executive Director will review a 
project with the Commission’s prior to making a no effect or minimal effect decision. 

The WSCC will coordinate the formal consultation process, if formal consultation is needed. 

Formal consultation can result in a memorandum of agreement detailing how the adverse effects will be resolved.   
The CR process is complete after the MOA has been signed by the appropriate consulting parties and then the 
District/Landowner may proceed with project activity. 

WSCC may ask for a professional archeologist to provide input into the process at any time, if needed. 

Useful References  
-The WSCC Coordinator will maintain tribal contact information and provide it upon request. 
-The WSDOT web site also has a current list of tribal contacts at:      
                        http://www.wsdot.wa.gov/tribal/TribalContacts.htm 
-Tribal cultural resources contact information at:                          
                        http://www.dahp.wa.gov/sites/default/files/Washington%20Tribes%20Contact%20List.pdf   
-Washington Department of Archaeology and Historic Preservation (DAHP) EZ forms at:  
                         http://www.dahp.wa.gov/governors-executive-order-05-05   
-Governor’s Office of Indian Affairs at:  http://www.goia.wa.gov/    
-Tribal information map at:  http://www.goia.wa.gov/Tribal-Information/Map.htm   
-National Historic Preservation Act, 16 USC 470:  http://www.usda.gov/rus/water/ees/pdf/nhpa.pdf   
-Protection of Historic Properties, 36 CFR 800:  http://www.usda.gov/rus/water/ees/pdf/36cfr800.pdf   
-Advisory Council for Historic Preservation:  http://www.achp.gov/   
-National Register of Historic Places at:    http://www.cr.nps.gov/nr   

http://www.wsdot.wa.gov/tribal/TribalContacts.htm
http://www.dahp.wa.gov/sites/default/files/Washington%20Tribes%20Contact%20List.pdf
http://www.dahp.wa.gov/governors-executive-order-05-05
http://www.goia.wa.gov/
http://www.goia.wa.gov/Tribal-Information/Map.htm
http://www.usda.gov/rus/water/ees/pdf/nhpa.pdf
http://www.usda.gov/rus/water/ees/pdf/36cfr800.pdf
http://www.achp.gov/
http://www.cr.nps.gov/nr
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Procedural Flow Chart for WSCC Assisted Cultural Resource Reviews 
(Option C) (6-24-15 version) 

  
 
 

  

No 

CD Completes EZ Form   

CD Submit to WSCC  

 

WSCC Reviews EZ1 Form for completeness  

Yes 

WSCC Send form/survey to DAHP, 
tribes, and other appropriate parties for 
review with 30 day comment period. 

No 

EZ1Form complete with all needed info? 

Survey requested or comments received? 

WSCC tells CD, then CD tells 
Finance staff “review complete” 

 

CD decides if there a ground disturbing activity or alteration of a building 
50+ years old? 

No WSCC Contacts CD with 
additional questions.  

CD Provides info.       

Comments 
Received 

CD Address comments and 
sends info to WSCC.  

WSCC tells CD, then CD tells 
Finance staff “review complete” 

 

 

CD implements as per comments. 

No 

CR review is not 
needed- Document in 
CD file. 

Survey 
Requested 

CD does survey & submit 
to WSCC with EZ1 

Yes 

 

 Activity is exempt 

Yes 
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Continued: Procedural Flow Chart for WSCC Assisted Cultural Resource Reviews (Option C)(3-6-15)  
 
Section 106 versus Governor’s Executive Order 05-05 

• Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act is applied to actions funded by federal 
agencies.  

o If Section 106 has been conducted for a project by a federal agency, it may be accepted 
by WSCC for compliance with GEO-0505.  

• Governor’s Executive Order 0505 is required for all state funded capital construction projects. 
This includes projects with both state operating and capital funds provided by the WSCC. 

o GEO-0505 cannot be adopted to meet Section 106 requirements for federally funded 
projects. 

o The Conservation Commission can accept another state agency’s GEO-0505 process to 
meet WSCC cultural resources review requirements.   
 

Correspondence: Washington State Conservation Commission is responsible, as the funding agency, for 
contacting the Department of Archaeology and Historic Preservation (DAHP), affected tribes, and other 
interested parties to meet cultural resource review requirements. Previous approval from DAHP nor the 
tribes does not necessarily fulfill these requirements but may be considered.  WSCC may delegate this to 
a District with the capacity to do their own GEO-0505 compliance. 
 
EZ Forms: found at http://www.dahp.wa.gov/governors-executive-order-05-05 

• EZ-1: This form is to provide information about ground disturbing activities. 
• EZ-2: This form is to provide information about alterations to buildings 50 years or older. 

 
Ground Disturbing Activities: This refers to any work that impacts the soil or ground from its current 
conditions. There is no threshold for this criterion. If the activity requires any work that goes below the 
surface of the ground, it requires a cultural resources review, unless exempted by agreement with DAHP 
 
Changes to Project Design or Project Area: If there are any changes made to the project area or design 
after cultural resources review has been completed, review will have to be reinitiated in order to 
capture the changes. It is suggested that cultural resources review begin only after the final design is 
complete to expedite the process.  
 
Timing: The time period it takes for cultural resources review occurs cannot change. Please plan ahead 
to ensure enough time is permitted prior to implementation, which could be 45 days or more. 
 
Eligibility  

• All activities associated with cultural resources review are grant eligible.  
• Construction or BMP implementation that occurs prior to cultural resources review may not be 

eligible for reimbursement. 
 
Questions?   Contact WSCC at email at:  commission@scc.wa.gov or call 1.360.407.6200 
 
 ** NOTE:  In cases where practices or projects are done involving other state agency funds or federal  
      funds, those other agency CR guidelines should be followed and may be considered to have 
      taken care of WSCC CR requirements. 

http://www.dahp.wa.gov/governors-executive-order-05-05
mailto:commission@scc.wa.gov
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Proviso 
Up to three percent of the appropriation provided may be used for the agency to administer the grant or loan program. Up to five 
percent of the appropriation provided may be used by the conservation commission to acquire services of licensed engineers for 
project development, predesign and design services, and construction oversight for shellfish projects.
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Natural Resource Investments (NRI)

Funding expended in FY19: $3.4M

FEATURE PROGRAMS AND SERVICES

Conservation districts use NRI funding to cover a portion of the cost of best 
management practices (BMPs) as an incentive for landowners to implement 
them on their properties. BMPs advance progress toward natural resource 
objectives, such as improved water quality and habitat, and are farm-friendly. 

Conservation district 
boundaries

BMPs completed in fiscal 
year 2019

BMPs completed in fiscal 
year 2018

Impaired waters / TMDL 
list (see inset maps)

Legend

 ▶ NRI projects are strategically located to address natural resource concerns. 

 ▶ For example, many water quality projects are located along impaired 
water bodies where pollutant levels exceed the Total Maximum Daily Load 
(TMDL), as shown in the inset maps above.



Learn more about NRI: 
www.scc.wa.gov/nri

9

235
best management 
practices installed

24,497
trees and shrubs 

planted

2019 Highlights

49,471
feet of stream 

protected

Success Stories

Lewis Conservation District leveraged NRI funding from the State Conservation Commission and secured 
multiple grants to help landowners install 26 screens on irrigation diversions in the Chehalis Basin that 
protect fish from being drawn into pump intakes. 

The TMDL (total 
maximum daily load) 
Plan for Hangman Creek 
in Spokane County 
identifies loss of riparian 
function as one of the 
major reasons for water 
quality degradation in this 
watershed.  

Spokane Conservation 
District leveraged NRI 
dollars and other funding 
to complete streambank 
stabilization and 
restoration projects along 
approximately two miles of 
Hangman Creek. 

Projects have improved 
fish habitat and water 
quality. 

Photos show project site 
before (top) and after 
project implementation 
(bottom).



  June 2018 

Expected Use of Bond/COP Proceeds 
 

Agency No: 4710 Agency Name State Conservation Commission 

Contact Name: Sarah Groth 

Phone: (360) 407-6205 Fax: (360)407-6215 

Fund(s) Number: 057 Fund Name: State Building Construction Account 

Project Number: 40000016 Project Title: Natural Resource Investments (NRI) 

Agencies are required to submit this form for all projects funded with Bonds or COPs, as applicable.  OFM will 
collect and forward the forms to the Office of the State Treasurer. 

1. Will any portion of the project or asset ever be owned by any entity other than the 
state or one of its agencies or departments?   

 Yes   No 

2. Will any portion of the project or asset ever be leased to any entity other than the 
state or one of its agencies or departments?   

 Yes   No 

3. Will any portion of the project or asset ever be managed or operated by any entity 
other than the state or one of its agencies or departments?   

 Yes   No 

4. Will any portion of the project or asset be used to perform sponsored research 
under an agreement with a nongovernmental entity (business, non-profit entity, or 
the federal government), including any federal department or agency?   

 Yes   No 

5. Does the project involve a public/private venture, or will any entity other than the 
state or one of its agencies or departments ever have a special priority or other right 
to use any portion of the project or asset to purchase or otherwise acquire any 
output of the project or asset such as electric power or water supply? 

 Yes   No 

6. Will any portion of the Bond/COP proceeds be granted or transferred to 
nongovernmental entities (businesses, non-profit entities, or the federal 
government) or granted or transferred to other governmental entities which will use 
the grant for nongovernmental purposes?   

 Yes   No 

7. If you have answered “Yes” to any of the questions above, will your agency or any 
other state agency receive any payments from any nongovernmental entity, for the 
use of, or in connection with, the project or assets?  A nongovernmental entity is 
defined as  

a. any person or private entity, such as a corporation, partnership, limited liability 
company, or association;  

b. any nonprofit corporation (including any 501(c)(3) organization); or 
c. the federal governmental (including any federal department or agency).   

 Yes   No 

8. Is any portion of the project or asset, or rights to any portion of the project or 
asset, expected to be sold to any entity other than the state or one of its agencies or 
departments?   

 Yes   No 

9. Will any portion of the Bond/COP proceeds be loaned to nongovernmental 
entities or loaned to other governmental entities that will use the loan for 
nongovernmental purposes?   

 Yes   No 

10. Will any portion of the Bond/COP proceeds be used for staff costs for tasks not 
directly related to a financed project(s)?   

 Yes   No 

If all of the answers to the questions above are “No,” request tax-exempt funding.  If the answer to any of the 
questions is “Yes,” contact your OFM capital analyst for further review.   







 
could  







2019 PROGRAM ACCOMPLISHMENTS

2019 marked the 20th anniversary of CREP, the largest riparian restoration 
program in Washington. Farmers are compensated for voluntarily growing native 
vegetation along streams, rather than crops, through this federal and state funded 
program. The vegetation forms a buffer between agricultural land and salmon streams, 
keeping water clean and cool and improving salmon habitat.

Conservation Reserve Enhancement 
Program (CREP)

Good for Salmon, Good for Orca
Nearly all CREP-eligible streams are within priority Chinook stock basins for our 
Southern Resident Killer Whales. 

Washington Coast

Priority Chinook Stock Basins  
for S. Resident Killer Whales

Lower Columbia

North/South Puget Sound

Upper Columbia and Snake 
Fall/Snake River

Middle and Upper Columbia 
Spring/Summer

Stream segments eligible for CREP

NOAA and Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife. (2018) Southern Resident Killer Whale Priority Chinook Stocks Report. 
Retrieved from: https://www.westcoast.fisheries.noaa.gov/publications/protected_species/marine_mammals/killer_whales/recovery/
srkw_priority_chinook_stocks_conceptual_model_report___list_22june2018.pdf

	▶ Chinook salmon are 
the primary prey of our 
endangered Southern 
Resident Killer Whales.

	▶ In watersheds with high 
levels of participation in 
CREP, Chinook returns have 
increased.

	▶ This makes CREP vital to 
Washington’s strategy to save 
our orcas.  

Legend



Learn more about CREP
Visit: scc.wa.gov/conservation-

reserve-enhancement-
program 

Contact:
Brian Cochrane
360-407-7103

bcochrane@scc.wa.gov

Updated: Jan. 2020
Contact our office (360-407-6200) or use the Telecommunications Relay Service (dial 711) to 
request content in an alternative format. 

Celebrating 20 Years - 
Highlights to Date

925
miles of 
stream 

enhanced 
for salmon... 

that’s the 
distance from 

Seattle to 
the Grand 
Canyon!

142
average width of riparian 

forest buffers (in feet)

5.9 million
native trees planted

1,375
agricultural sites voluntarily 

enrolled in CREP

CREP riparian 
bufferKamm Creek

Cropland

Photo courtesy of Whatcom Conservation District

Nooksack River

Success Story

Thanks to willing landowners and Walla Walla County Conservation District, there are over 
six contiguous miles of buffer along a stretch of Dry Creek where there are several cattle 
operations. Buffers are keeping cattle away from streambanks and filtering contaminants. 

What Does a Riparian Buffer Look Like?

1996

2019



  June 2018 

Expected Use of Bond/COP Proceeds 
 

Agency No: 4710 Agency Name State Conservation Commission 
Contact Name: Sarah Groth 
Phone: (360) 407-6205 Fax: (360)407-6215 
Fund(s) Number: 057 Fund Name: State Building Construction Account 

Project Number: 40000013 Project Title: Conservation Reserve Enhancement 
Program (CREP) 

Agencies are required to submit this form for all projects funded with Bonds or COPs, as applicable.  OFM will 
collect and forward the forms to the Office of the State Treasurer. 

1. Will any portion of the project or asset ever be owned by any entity other than the 
state or one of its agencies or departments?   

 Yes   No 

2. Will any portion of the project or asset ever be leased to any entity other than the 
state or one of its agencies or departments?   

 Yes   No 

3. Will any portion of the project or asset ever be managed or operated by any entity 
other than the state or one of its agencies or departments?   

 Yes   No 

4. Will any portion of the project or asset be used to perform sponsored research 
under an agreement with a nongovernmental entity (business, non-profit entity, or 
the federal government), including any federal department or agency?   

 Yes   No 

5. Does the project involve a public/private venture, or will any entity other than the 
state or one of its agencies or departments ever have a special priority or other right 
to use any portion of the project or asset to purchase or otherwise acquire any 
output of the project or asset such as electric power or water supply? 

 Yes   No 

6. Will any portion of the Bond/COP proceeds be granted or transferred to 
nongovernmental entities (businesses, non-profit entities, or the federal 
government) or granted or transferred to other governmental entities which will use 
the grant for nongovernmental purposes?   

 Yes   No 

7. If you have answered “Yes” to any of the questions above, will your agency or any 
other state agency receive any payments from any nongovernmental entity, for the 
use of, or in connection with, the project or assets?  A nongovernmental entity is 
defined as  

a. any person or private entity, such as a corporation, partnership, limited liability 
company, or association;  

b. any nonprofit corporation (including any 501(c)(3) organization); or 
c. the federal governmental (including any federal department or agency).   

 Yes   No 

8. Is any portion of the project or asset, or rights to any portion of the project or 
asset, expected to be sold to any entity other than the state or one of its agencies or 
departments?   

 Yes   No 

9. Will any portion of the Bond/COP proceeds be loaned to nongovernmental 
entities or loaned to other governmental entities that will use the loan for 
nongovernmental purposes?   

 Yes   No 

10. Will any portion of the Bond/COP proceeds be used for staff costs for tasks not 
directly related to a financed project(s)?   

 Yes   No 

If all of the answers to the questions above are “No,” request tax-exempt funding.  If the answer to any of the 
questions is “Yes,” contact your OFM capital analyst for further review.   
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YAKIMA INTEGRATED PLAN—TOPPENISH TO 

TEANAWAY PROJECT 
REGIONAL CONSERVATION PARTNERSHIP PROGRAM (RCPP) 

The Kittitas County Conservation District and the 

Confederated Tribes and Bands of the Yakama 

Nation are partnering to implement projects to 

support the Yakima Basin Integrated Water 

Management  Plan.  

The USDA Natural Resources Conservation 

Service (NRCS) awarded $7.5 million to the 

project, of which 25% is on the Yakama Nation 

Reservation lands and 75% is in the Upper 

Yakima Watershed (Kittitas County). 

$16.9 M 
Total Project 

Investment 

Funding Sources for the Yakima Integrated Plan -  

Toppenish to Teanaway RCPP Project 

Every 10 cents of Washington State Conservation Commission 

(WSCC) funds leverage 90 cents of additional conservation 

Drought Resiliency 

• Conversion to high efficiency 
sprinkler irrigation systems 

• Installation of buried pipelines 

• Irrigation water management 

• Water savings and acquisition 
for instream flows. 

Protection of Critical Agricultural 

and Forestlands 

• Easements for 250 acres of 
farmland 

• Easements for 140 acres of 
forestlands 

• Management and restoration 
plans and actions for all 

Fish Habitat 

• Fish screens on irrigation diversions 

• Barriers removed or corrected for fish     
passage  

• Grazing management 

• Riparian restoration (fencing and planting) 

• Instream habitat structures 



 

Forestland 
Easement  

Sign-up 

For more information about the Yakima Integrated Plan—Toppenish to Teanaway RCPP Project, 

contact Anna Lael, a-lael@conservewa.net or 509-925-3352 ext. 207 

Who’s Eligible for RCPP? 

In Kittitas County, landowners & producers in 

the green shaded areas of the map below are 

eligible to apply for the federal funding.  Appli-

cations are taken by the Kittitas County Conser-

vation District during sign-up periods.  

Upper Yakima River Watershed Portion of the RCPP Project  

led by the KITTITAS COUNTY CONSERVATION DISTRICT 

Practices in RCPP Contracts with Producers 2017-2020 

Who’s Eligible for RCPP? 

In Kittitas County, landowners & producers are signing up for the available 

programs through RCPP. The waiting list for funding includes more than 30 

individuals and continues to grow as the projects develop. 

Fish screen   
installed on a pump 
diversion in a creek.  

Conversion of 960 
acres from rill to 

sprinkler  
irrigation (above) 

including the 
installation of 
nearly 40,000 

feet of pipelines 
to date. 

On-farm 

Cost Share 

Signup 

On-farm 

Cost Share 

Signup 

On-farm 

Cost Share 

Signup 

 

Farmland 
Easement  

Sign-up  

On-farm 

Cost Share 

Signup 

2017   2018  2019  2020 2021 

Practice Units Amount Funds 

430- Irrigation Pipeline Ft 39,514 $366,524 

449- Irrigation Water Man-
agement 

Ac 832.1 $25,118 

533- Pumping Plant No 14 $94,583 

442- Sprinkler System Ac 958.9 $1,191,484 

587- Structure for Water 
Control 

No 9 $25,892 

587- Structure for Water 
Control (fish screen) 

No 1 $1,960 

$1,705,561      Total in 15 Contracts 

Forestland 
Easement  

Sign-up 

Completed Easements 

A conservation easement was completed 

in 2020 for 274 acres of agricultural land. 

Development rights were extinguished for 

37 tax parcels. This project is bisected by 

a one mile reach of Naneum Creek. 









The Palouse River Watershed RCPP is a voluntary
program directed through the Natural Resource
Conservation Service (NRCS) that benefits water
quality, soil health, and habitat within the
Palouse River Watershed. Over the past 5 years,
the program has provided $5.5M of financial and
technical assistance for conservation. Partners
have contributed an additonal $7.5M in funding
towards these goals. We were recently awarded
a second round of funding to provide an
additional 5 years and $5.5M dollars to support
conservation throughout the watershed.

Overview

Partnership
The Palouse River Watershed RCPP has exceeded conservation goals due to the dedicated
partners and experienced staff members that participate in the program. The following
organizations have provided both technical and financial assistance :

Conservation districts:
Palouse (lead entity), Whitman,
Palouse Rock Lake, Pine Creek, Adams,
Lincoln County, Spokane, Latah Water
& Soil
Private Organizations
Palouse Clearwater Environmental
Institute, Palouse Land Trust, PNDSA
Universities
U of I, WSU
Agencies
NRCS, WSCC, Ecology, Nez Perce Trbe,
WA Fish & Wildlife, ID Fish & Game

Field site visit with a landowner to learn more about
their current practices and future goals.



The Palouse River watershed is
comprised of 67% Dryland Agriculture
and 26% Rangeland. Implementing
conservation practices within these
landuses can have wide ranging and long
lasting benefits to the landscape. The
Palouse River Watershed RCPP
recognized the need for technical and
financial assistance to help land
managers make decisions based on their
personal operation and future goals.

The overall success for the program can be attributed to our hard working landowners,
dedicated staff, and outreach efforts. Over the past 5 years, the program has increased
awareness of conservation, implemented best management practices, and decreased
impacts to natural resources. 

Technical Assistance
Throughout the program, experienced staff have assisted landowners by providing
information on a diversity of topics. Some topics include:

Funding Best Management Practices
The program provides funding to help landowners adopt practices that reduce soil
erosion, improve water quality, and create wildlife habitat. Examples include:

Reduced & Enhanced Tillage
Integrated Pest Management
Heavy Use Protection Areas

Resource Conservation

Program Success and Outcomes

Residue on cropland within the Palouse River Watershed
reduces soil erosion caused by wind and water.

51,000 acres of
conservation

tillage

103,800 tons of
soil saved 

330 acres of
riparian buffers

120,000 trees
planted

500 acres of
conservation

easements

Water Quality 
Native Plants 

Weed Management
Livestock BMPs 

Nutrient Management
Wetland Restoration

No Till/Direct Seed
Cover Crops
Filter Strips

Nutrient Management
Riparian Forest Buffers
Watering Facility 



Match for Regional Conservation Partnership Program (RCPP) 
RCPP is a Farm Bill program that awards federal funding to projects where multiple partners invest in cooperative actions 
to solve natural resource issues in targeted areas. Grant awards require match, and the Washington State Conservation 
Commission (SCC) has been designated to pass-through state capital matching funds for successful RCPP recipients. 

Funding requested: $9,725,000

Why this request can’t wait:
	▶ RCPP is one of the most efficient ways for federal, state, tribal, and local partners to coordinate efforts and make 

landscape-scale improvements on urgent issues, including soil health, salmon and orca recovery, farmland 
preservation, drought resilience, and forest health. 

	▶ Partners of nine RCPP projects in Washington already have committed millions of federal and local funding to 
support their work. But they need state match to secure those commitments and make their budgets whole. 

	▶ Many of these five-year projects have been in progress for years, and landowners have signed contracts to work 
with partners on actions that meet project goals. Without state match, project leads will be unable to fulfill these 
contractual obligations, jeopardizing landowner trust. 

2021-23 Budget Request:
Capital Funding Need

A magnet for leveraged funds

On average, every dollar of RCPP state match 
will leverage $4.00 in federal and other partner 
contributions. 

$ $$
$$

$4.00

For each RCPP, several projects are constructed 
across a region, and that puts people to work. 
Over their five-year project periods, the nine 
RCPP projects will generate an estimated 1026 
jobs and over $51 million in labor income.* 

1026 jobs

Putting Washingtonians to work 

$
$

$51M labor income *Based on Washington Input-Output Models for Impact 
Analysis from the Office of Financial Management

TOTAL BUDGET MAKE-UP FOR NINE RCPP PROJECTS REQUESTING STATE MATCH (OVER FIVE-YEAR CONTRACT PERIOD)

State match 
represents 18% 
of the five-year 
budgets for nine 
RCPP projects. 

The remaining 
82% — which is 
contingent on 
state match — 
comes from other 
federal and partner 
contributions. 

36%
Local / other 

partner funding

46%
Federal 

investment

18%
State match 

(through SCC)

$75M

Contact our office (360-407-6200) or use the Telecommunications Relay 
Service by dialing 711 to request content in an alternative format. 

Contacts
Shana Joy, Regional Manager Coordinator
sjoy@scc.wa.gov  |  360-480-2078 

Alison Halpern, Policy Assistant 
ahalpern@scc.wa.gov  |  360-280-5556 

scc.wa.gov  |  facebook.com/WashingtonStateConservationCommission

SCC-RCPP-0820

August 2020

What does RCPP look like on the ground?

Removing fish barriers and replacing them with bridges that allow fish access. Upgrading irrigation systems to more efficient sprinkler systems.

Installing fish-friendly screens on irrigation intakes. Constructing livestock exclusion fencing and planting riparian areas. 



Funding will be invested in the following RCPP projects

GREATER SPOKANE RIVER WATERSHED PROJECT
Lead Partner: Spokane Conservation District

	▶ Engaging landowners with a suite of voluntary actions that reduce sediment, prevent nutrient runoff, improve 
water quality, and protect wildlife and fish habitat in the Spokane River Watershed. 

PALOUSE RIVER WATERSHED IMPLEMENTATION PROJECT
Lead Partner: Palouse Conservation District

	▶ Using incentives to engage agricultural producers with implementing the Palouse River Watershed Management 
Plan, including actions that improve water quality, benefit soil health, and reduce the need for regulatory action. 

YAKIMA INTEGRATED PLAN – TOPPENISH TO TEANAWAY PROJECT
Lead Partners: Kittitas County Conservation District and Confederated Tribes and Bands of the Yakama Nation

	▶ Completing projects that accelerate recovery of threatened Mid-Columbia steelhead by targeting high-priority 
watersheds, which currently produce more than 50 percent of the wild steelhead run in the Yakima River Basin.

MID-COLUMBIA 
Lead Partners: Confederated Tribes and Bands of the Yakama Nation, Kittitas County Conservation District, and North 
Yakima Conservation District

	▶ Increasing the scope and scale of Mid-Columbia steelhead recovery by engaging people with practices that 
improve instream habitat, remove and correct fish barriers, improve instream flow, and improve water quality. 

MULTI-BENEFIT RIPARIAN BUFFERS FOR NORTHWEST WASHINGTON
Lead Partner: Snohomish Conservation District 

	▶ Implementing and managing riparian buffers that address producer priorities of agroforestry, carbon potential, and 
flood protection, while improving water quality and instream habitat for at-risk species. 

PUGET SOUND CONSERVATION DISTRICTS (PSCD) REGIONAL FOREST STEWARDSHIP PILOT PROGRAM 
Lead Partner: King Conservation District 

	▶ Strategically engaging forest landowners in priority areas of Puget Sound with actions that benefit forest 
conservation, fish and wildlife habitat, water quality, forest resiliency, and sustainable working forests.

PUYALLUP WATERSHED PARTNERSHIP
Lead Partner: Pierce Conservation District

	▶ Working to permanently conserve 1,000 acres of prime farmland and assist landowners with restoration activities 
that enhance salmon habitat and preserve the economic and ecosystem benefits that farmland provides.

SOUTHWEST WASHINGTON SMALL FOREST LANDS CONSERVATION PARTNERSHIP
Lead Partner: Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife

	▶ Assisting small forest landowners with development and implementation of forest stewardship plans that improve 
habitat, protect water quality, improve forest resiliency, and keep working forests working. 

POOP SMART CLARK PROGRAM
Lead Partner: Clark Conservation District

	▶ Connecting landowners with the tools they need to drive social change, adopt better management practices, and 
correct sources of sediment, nutrient, and bacteria runoff in Clark County. 

1

2
3

4

6

5

RCPP projects that receive 
state match through 
the SCC stretch across 
Washington, improving 
natural resource conditions 
and generating hundreds 
of associated jobs for our 
communities. 

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

“I signed up for the reduced 
minimum tillage program to 
basically try to establish into a 
more no-till program for future 
years to maintain soil and 
organic matter. Working with the 
partners was easy… I’m hoping 
to see benefits like higher organic 
matter, which then may allow 
water to absorb into the ground 
and not run off, and to build up 
that long-term organic matter to 
hopefully see increased yields.”

- Ryan Kile, Whitman County farmer, on 
his experience working with Palouse-

Rock Lake Conservation District as part 
of the Palouse River Watershed RCPP 

9

8

7

What are some examples of RCPP accomplishments so far?

With assistance from Palouse River RCPP partners, farmers 
have started using soil-friendly conservation tillage on 80 

square miles of land — that’s an area almost the size of Seattle!

Partners in the Greater Spokane Watershed RCPP have 
saved 436,028 tons of soil from entering rivers and 

streams — that’s enough to fill 29,028 dump trucks!

x29Kx29K



Regional Conservation Partnership Program – Linkages to Puget Sound Partnership 
Action Agenda - Identified Priorities  
References cited from the 2018 Action Agenda associated with direct and indirect benefits provided through funding of 
the RCPP programs.  Many of the Conservation Districts are coordinating directly with the Puget Sound Partnership in 
roles such as Lead Entity (LE) coordination, LE citizens committees, Local Integrating Organization (LIO), Salmon 
Recovery Council and many of the various subcommittee and planning level activities coordinated by the partnership.  
The Districts have an important role as a non-regulatory technically based partner that can work with both rural and 
urban cooperators in efforts to address the priorities identified in the Action Agenda. 

FUND 1.2. Explore and utilize new sources of funding, and enhance existing source 

SSF1.1. Develop (or adapt) an Implementation Strategy for the Summer Stream Flows Vital Signs of funding. 

CHIN1.1. Continue to engage with local implementing entities (including tribes, counties, cities, Lead Entities, WRIAs, 
and others) on preservation of salmon habitat, issues relating to land use, critical areas, and other issues affecting 
salmon recovery and restoration work. 

CHIN1.3. Develop a regional application of critical areas and ecologically important habitat, including coordination of 
data (GIS exercise) to compile this overlay. 

CHIN1.6. Monitor and report on landowner use and implementation of incentive-based programs to address salmon 
habitat protection and restoration needs. Regional coordinating entities can use monitoring data to track local progress 
and pursue adaptive management and corrections as needed; where necessary, tailor program implementation to local 
conditions to achieve salmon recovery goals at the watershed scale. 

 CHIN2.2. Initiate discussions and identify specific actions around water science, management, and conservation.  

CHIN2.3. Plan for future needs and changing climate and ecosystem conditions: Protect and improve, where needed, the 
water-holding capacity of watershed uplands to increase groundwater, augment summer low flows, and reduce flood 
risks. 

CHIN2.5. Address and manage water quality parameters, including: • Excess nutrient loading (such as nitrogen) for all 
sources, and with specific attention to pathways associated with wastewater treatment outfalls • Elevated temperatures 
• Sediment • Toxics CHIN 

CHIN2.6Incentivize and accelerate stormwater management for new and existing development 

CHIN7.1. Protect and/or restore critical habitat for salmon populations. 

ORCA1.1. Implement the Governor’s Southern Resident Orca Task Force recommendations, as well as the Chinook 
salmon and Toxics in Fish Implementation Strategies 

FP3.1. Develop and implement outreach, education, and/or incentive programs 

SHELL1.4. Promote voluntary and incentive-based programs that help working farms contribute to Puget Sound 
recovery. 

SHELL1.9. Improve water quality to prevent downgrades and achieve upgrades of important current tribal, commercial, 
and recreational shellfish harvesting areas. SHELL1.10. Support implementation of TMDL studies and other necessary 
water cleanup plans for Puget Sound to set pollution discharge limits and determine response strategies to address 
water quality impairments. SHELL1.11. Develop and implement local and tribal PIC programs. 

BIB3.1. Facilitate the increased use or performance of best management practices in working/rural lands. 

BIB4.1. Identify strategies and approaches to reduce the impacts from forestry on freshwater quality. 



2014 – 2015 Projects 
Palouse River Watershed 
(WRIA 34) Implementation 
Partnership 
Lead partner: Palouse Conservation 
District

Through implementation of 
the Palouse River Watershed 
Management Plan, more than 15 
partners will work with producers 
to address water quality concerns 
and reduce water quality regulatory 
action on producers in this area of 
Washington and Idaho. One innovative 
project component includes the 
promotion of the Farmed SMART 
�������������������� 
opportunity for environmental markets.

Precision Conservation for 
Salmon and Water Quality in 
the Puget Sound 
Lead Partner: Washington State 
Conservation Commission

The Puget Sound is the second largest 
estuary in the United States, and one 
of the most productive for salmon 
������������������
ecosystem-wide process for targeting 
high priority areas in the Puget Sound 
to improve water quality and habitat 
for at-risk species, including Chinook 
salmon, bull trout, and steelhead. 

Upper Columbia Irrigation 
Enhancement Project 
Lead partner: Trout Unlimited, Inc.

This project will help fund irrigation 
������������������
irrigators and irrigation districts 
to modernize water delivery 

Regional Conservation 
Partnership Program
Washington State Projects

infrastructure. Enhanced instream 
�������������������
and rearing areas for Endangered 
Species ��������������
passage during migration during 
�������������������
Columbia Tributaries. This project 
enhances existing conservation plans 
in the region and accelerates their 
implementation. Water savings from 
������������������
placed back into the Washington State 
Trust Water Right Program.

Yakama Nation On-
Reservation Lower Yakima 
Basin Restoration Project 
Lead Partner: Confederated Tribes 
and Bands of the Yakama Nation

This project addresses critical needs 
for the integrated conservation and 
���������������������
water quantity, and water quality 
on the Yakama Reservation in the 
lower Yakima River basin project. 
��������������������
aquatic and riparian species, including 
Chinook and sockeye salmon,  
��������, and important  
cultural plant species.

Confederated Tribes of 
the Colville Reservation 
Water Quality and Habitat 
Improvement Project (216)
Lead partner: Confederated Tribes of 
the Colville Indian Reservation

The project focuses on reducing 
soil erosion and stream sediment 
by repairing or removing stream 
crossings, decommissioning forest 
roads, installing road drainage and 
protecting wetland/riparian areas. 
In addition, this project will improve 
range conditions through feral horse 
management and improve wildlife 
habitat for the sharp-tailed grouse and 
Columbia River redband trout.

Unlocking Carbon Markets for 
NIPF Landowners in the Pacific 
Northwest Project (516)
Lead partner: Pinchot Institute

By aggregating landowners into 
groups, the American Carbon Registry 
(ACR) reduces transaction costs for 
carbon credit trading and allows small 
producers to participate. This project 
will target approximately 250 non-
industrial private forest landowners 
in Oregon and Washington who wish 
to participate in a regional carbon 
crediting program and who possess 
lands in NRCS and state priority areas 
������������������
strategies. Targeted parcels will be 
between 75 and 4,000 acres in size, 
with the majority being less than 250 
acres. NRCS and partner assistance 
will cover much of the initial expense 
of participating in carbon projects, 
�������the development of a forest 
management plan and subsequent 
implementation of pre-commercial 
thinning to enhance carbon stocks.



2016 Projects 
Greater Spokane River Watershed 
Implementation
Lead Partner: Spokane Conservation District

�������������������
nutrients are carried to the Spokane River 
watershed by its larger tributaries, and low 
dissolved oxygen levels and algae blooms 
threaten aquatic life in the Spokane River, 
Lake Spokane and Coeur d’Alene Lake. 
Reducing nutrients is key to resolving water 
quality degradation throughout the Greater 
Spokane River Bi-State Watershed. TMDL 
and lake management implementation 
plans stress the need to address agriculture 
and forestry within these watersheds. This 
project supports regional momentum towards 
adoption of conservation tillage operations 
and best management practices. Tens of 
thousands of agricultural and forestry acres, 
�����������������������
voluntary NRCS programs. Wildlife and 
�����������������������
easements will be developed for several 
forest and wetland acquisitions. In addition, 
this project will introduce a new program 
that involves using the Risk Management 
Insurance models to compensate producers 
for the loss of productive land entered into 
����������This new commodity 
���������������������
�����������������������
and encourage producers to cooperatively 
implement these practices on their farms. 
Project success will be evaluated by 
����������������������
to track improvements in water, soil and 
habitat.

WRIA 1 Salmon Recovery & Water 
Quality 
Lead Partner: Whatcom Conservation District

The Nooksack watershed is in the top three 
percent of agricultural producing counties 
in the nation and has threatened or salmon 
��������������������
areas. Partners have recruited twenty-two 
landowners ready to implement priority 
projects remedying inadequate habitat for ���
and wildlife in the Nooksack River watershed 
in North Puget Sound, Washington State. 
Partners will work with producers to: replace 
�����������������������
passages in agricultural and rural areas; work 

with Tribes to construct instream wooden 
structures to provide habitat for salmon; and 
integrate and publicize NRCS programs into 
the rural, agricultural and Tribal communities. 
The result will be higher priority and more 
strategic projects to recover salmon and 
improve water quality in downstream 
commercial, ceremonial and subsistence 
����������������������

2017 Projects
Puyallup Watershed Partnership

Lead Partner: Pierce Conservation District

Through the Puyallup Watershed Partnership, 
the Pierce Conservation District and ten 
diverse partners will assist landowners with 
permanent conservation easements and 
implement restoration activities through 
Environmental Quality Incentives Program 
funding assistance. The Puyallup in 
Washington contains the only remaining 
prime soils in Pierce County, is home to one 
of the most urban tribal reservations, and 
provides essential habitat for Endangered 
Species Act listed species of coho and 
Chinook salmon, steelhead, and bull trout. 
Since 2002, Pierce County has lost almost 
����������������������
the state average, due to rapidly encroaching 
development from the Seattle/Tacoma 
metropolitan area. That loss not only impacts 
farmers and food security but also diminishes 
�������������������
provides to water and soil quality.

Yakima Integrated Plan - Toppenish 
to Teanaway
Lead Partner: Confederated Tribes and 
Bands of the Yakama Nation

The Yakima Integrated Plan will accelerate 
the recovery of threatened Middle Columbia 
steelhead by targeting high priority 
watersheds which currently produce more 
than 50% of the wild steelhead run in the 
Yakima River Basin. These actions will 
also increase water supply and water 
quality for environmental, economic and 
cultural purposes. This project will fund 
actions supported by diverse partners 
to enact holistic, innovative solutions to 
natural resource conservation issues. 
����������������������
over 50 miles of channels across 2,500 
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acres; restore riparian vegetation on over 
��������������������
access to over 480 acres of aquatic habitat; 
increase water retention in 2,000 acres of 
ephemeral channels; and improve grazing 
���������������������
and 34,000 upland grazing acres. In addition, 
the project will target over 30,000 acres for 
���������������������
25,000 acres for Conservation Stewardship 
�����������������������
farmland through easements. Monitoring 
of these actions will occur through existing 
programs. The project stems from extensive 
���������������������
Yakima Basin Integrated Plan Workgroup, 
which represents over 20 stakeholders from 
environmental, agricultural, and tribal interests 
working to restore habitat and conserve water 
resources in the Yakima Basin.

Southwest Washington Non-
industrial Private Forest 
Conservation Partnership
Lead Partner: Washington Department of 
Fish and Wildlife

Non-industrial private forest lands in 
southwest Washington are important to the 
regional and state economies. In addition 
to timber harvest, these working forests 
����������������������
wildlife habitat, protection of water quality, 
����������������������
and carbon sequestration to help combat 
climate change. The project area includes 
Grays Harbor, Mason, Thurston, Lewis 
�����ahkiakum, Cowlitz and Clark 
Counties. Washington Department of 

Natural Resources and conservation 
districts will conduct outreach and education 
activities and provide technical assistance 
to NIPF owners to develop and implement 
stewardship plans with funding from the 
Environmental Quality Incentives Program 
and Conservation Stewardship Program. 
Washington State Conservation Commission 
will distribute NRCS technical assistance 
funding to the conservation districts. 
Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife 
will administer the RCPP���������
and wildlife habitat and species presence 
on lands enrolled in the Healthy Forests 
Reserve Program and other participating 
lands with willing owners. The HFRP program 
will be focused in the Chehalis watershed 
and includes provisions for conservation 
�����������������������
marbled murrelet and northern spotted 
owl. Program participants could have 
multiple options for regulatory certainty 
by implementing conservation practices. 
Participating landowners will provide at least 
25% cost share to match implementation 
funding from NRCS. Projects funded by the 
RCPP���������������������
protect water quality, improve forest resiliency 
in the face climate change, and help meet 
regulatory requirements while keeping 
working forests working. 
 
2018 Projects

Whatcom County Working Lands 
Conserving Watersheds 
Lead Partner: Whatcom County 
 
Whatcom County Working Lands Conserving 
Watersheds aims to protect working lands 
���������������������
Whatcom County to help to stabilize the 
critical land base needed to maintain a long-
���������������������
industry. Many parcels within the priority 
watersheds are at risk of being developed 
to the degree where neither agriculture nor 
full ecosystem function can occur. Working 
Lands Conserving Watersheds will provide 
������������������
incentives needed to keep their lands in 
production and will require actions are taken 
��������������������



Current RCPP Eligible Areas Cover Over Half of Washington State
Washington land area = Approx. 43,240,000 acres
RCPP project land area in Washington = Approx. 22,400,000 acres

52%* of Washington has a Sponsored RCPP Project Area
*Number rounded from 51.8%, percentage based on GIS data calculations.

Regional Conservation 
Partnership Program
Washington State Projects by the Numbers

Washington State 2015- 2018 RCPP Project Areas

Natural Resources Conservation Service



RCPP Projects by the Numbers 2015 - 2018 

Map 
Reference

Program 
Year

RCPP 
ID

Funding 
Pool

Critical  
Conservation 

Area Name
Project Name

Estimated 
Total Partner 
Contribution 
(Non-NRCS) 

Financial 
Assistance 
& Technical 
Assistance

NRCS Funds 
Available for 

Partner  
(NRCS Funds)

1 14,15 337 National  

Palouse River Watershed 
(WRIA 34) Implementation 
Partnership $5,000,020 $5,500,000

2 14,15 464 National  

Precision Conservation for 
Salmon and Water Quality in 
the Puget Sound $9,000,000 $9,000,000

3 14,15 513 CCA
Columbia River 

Basin
Upper Columbia Irrigation 
Enhancement Project $5,427,711 $1,900,000

4 14,15 502 CCA
Columbia River 

Basin

Yakama Nation On-
Reservation Lower Yakima 
Basin Restoration Project $5,450,750 $4,600,000

5 14,15 216 State  
Confederated Tribes of 
Colville Reservation $2,625,252 $1,906,372

6 16 1344 State  
WIRA 1 Salmon Recovery 
and Water Quality $1,375,000 $1,080,000

7 16 1412 National  
Greater Spokane River 
Watershed Implementation $12,422,675 $7,760,000

8 17 1633 National  
Puyallup Watershed 
Partnership $33,103,355 $8,000,000

9 17 1650 State  
SW Washington NIPF 
Conservation Partnership $1,912,500 $1,031,997

10 17 1672 National  
Yakima Integrated Plan - 
Toppenish to Teanaway $11,727,502 $7,540,740

11 18 1680 National

Whatcom County Working 
Lands Conserving 
Watersheds $3,025,000 $1,310,000

Totals $91,069,765 $49,629,109

Note: Partner contribution is based on the amount in the grant agreement or Memorandum of Understanding 
(MOU) for each project. Total amount expended to date is unavailable. The partners, via the grant agreement/
MOU, are accountable for their share.

wa.nrcs.usda.gov/USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer, and lender.



SOUTHWEST WASHINGTON SMALL FOREST LANDS CONSERVATION PARTNERSHIP 

-REGIONAL CONSERVATION PARTNERSHIP PROGRAM- 

Regional Partnership Brings Assistance to 
Southwest Washington Forest Landowners 
 
Are you a forest landowner interested in tech-
nical or financial assistance to work on stew-
ardship practices?  The Southwest Washing-
ton Small Forest Lands Conservation Partner-
ship is available to help.  This effort is part of 
the Natural Resources Conservation Service 
(NRCS) Regional Conservation Partnership 
Program (RCPP) and covers eight counties.  
The Washington Department of Natural Re-
sources (DNR), Washington State Conserva-
tion Commission (SCC), Washington State Uni-
versity Extension (WSU Ext.), Washington De-
partment of Fish and Wildlife (WDFW), and 
eight conservation districts are partnering 
with NRCS to deliver the program. 
 
The RCPP is voluntary and incentive-based.  
Funding from NRCS leverages funding from 
the state agencies to pay four stewardship 
foresters to provide technical assistance and a 
WSU Ext. Forester to provide outreach and 
education.  Financial assistance from NRCS 
and state programs is available to implement 
stewardship practices to improve forest 
health, water quality, and wildlife habitat.  
Cost share is available through NRCS’s Envi-
ronmental Quality Incentives Program (EQIP) 
and Conservation Stewardship Program (CSP).  
The Family Forest Fish Passage Program 
(FFFPP) through DNR is available to correct 
fish passage barriers.  Forest conservation 
easements through the NRCS Healthy Forests 
Reserve Program (HFRP) are also available.  
This program may provide regulatory predict-
ability to forest landowners who conserve 
habitat for marbled murrelet, northern 
spotted owl, or fisher.  For more infor-
mation, please visit our web app to con-
tact your local RCPP stewardship forester. 

This material is based upon work supported by the Natural Resources 

Conservation Service, U.S. Department of Agriculture, under number 

68-0546-17-519. Any opinions, findings, conclusions, or recommenda-

tions expressed in this publication are those of the author(s) and do 

not necessarily reflect the view of the U.S. Department of Agriculture. 

USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. 

https://wdfw.maps.arcgis.com/apps/webappviewer/index.html?id=0f6d1788f310428faca4a352f1d139e7
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Conserving the Natural Resources of Pierce County Since 1949 

 

August 10, 2020 
 
Mr. David Schumacher 
Office of Financial Management 
P.O. Box 43113 
Olympia, WA 98504-3113 
 
Dear Mr. Schumacher, 
We are writing to express our support for the Washington State Conservation Commission’s 
Regional Conservation Partnership Program (RCPP) match request for the 2021-2023 Biennium. 
If authorized, these funds will fully support land conservation efforts provided by local partners 
like ourselves, throughout the state, leveraging millions of additional federal and local dollars.  
 
As the principal partners in delivering the Puyallup and Nisqually RCPP, the matching state 
funds from previous biennium and supplemental budgets have been vital in our efforts to 
conserve farmland in Pierce County. In fact, by the end of 2021 we anticipate closing 
conservation easement acquisitions on two to three farms, totaling 350 acres, that would not be 
possible without State Conservation Commission funds from the 2019 – 2021 Biennium. 
 
Farmland is rapidly disappearing in Pierce County, with roughly 1,000 acres a year lost to 
development pressures. Since 1950, we haveve lost over 70% of our farmland. This is why our 
organizations joined to create the Strategic Conservation Partnership and in 2016 applied for the 
RCPP bringing over $7 million in federal funds to bare for farmland conservation and another 
~$1 million for implementing best practices that improve habitat for salmon, create cleaner 
water, and help fight climate change by sequestering carbon in the soil.  
 
Farmland is vital not only for the food production that we all rely on, but as an important ally in 
improving environmental conditions critical to our region’s health and well-being. Without 
matching funds from the state, the federal dollars we’ve secured cannot be activated and we’ll 
miss this opportunity.  
 
We thank you for your continued support in these efforts. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
  
Allan Warren 
Pierce Conservation District 
 
 
 
 

Hilary Aten 
PCC Farmland Trust 
 
 
 
 

Zoho Sign Document ID: -LQBBLLLEZIHCK7GFS_N0F0YPFR7FOHWN5JN4JEPS6U
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Kathleen Berger 
Pierce County Surface Water Management 
Floodplains for the Future Coordinator 
 
 
 

 
Ryan Walker 
Forterra 
 
Michael Poteet 
Pierce County Planning & Public Works – 
Agriculture Initiative 
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State of Washington 

DEPARTMENT OF FISH AND WILDLIFE 
Mailing Address:  P.O. Box 43200, Olympia, WA 98504-3200 • (360) 902-2200 • TDD (360) 902-2207 

Main Office Location:  Natural Resources Building, 1111 Washington Street SE, Olympia, WA 
 
 
August 27, 2020 
 
 
 
Mr. David Schumacher 
Office of Financial Management 
P.O. Box 43113 
Olympia, WA 98504-3113 
 
 

RE:  Support for State Conservation Commission RCPP Match 2021-23 Budget Request 

 

Dear Mr. Schumacher: 
 
I am writing to express support for the State Conservation Commission (SCC) 2021-23 biennial 
budget request for the Regional Conservation Partnership Program (RCPP) match.  This budget 
request would fund Conservation District (CD) staff capacity to provide technical assistance to 
landowners. 
 
RCPP is a voluntary and incentive-based Farm Bill program administered by the U.S. 
Department of Agriculture Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS).  The program 
contributes to landscape scale conservation efforts by focusing work in a defined geographic area 
and leveraging NRCS funding with contributions from partners, typically at a 1:1 ratio.  RCPP is 
intended to be partner driven to address local priorities that complement NRCS priorities.  NRCS 
lacks staff capacity to deliver conservation programs.  RCPP is one of the mechanisms that 
allows partners to assist NRCS with management and delivery of these programs.  To date, 
NRCS has awarded $51.2 million of funding to 12 RCPPs in Washington.  SCC and CDs are 
actively involved in seven of these projects.  SCC collectively seeks the state funding needed for 
CD staff to work on RCPP projects to help producers conserve natural resources while 
improving the viability of farming, ranching, and forestry operations. 
 
The Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife (WDFW) is a partner in several of the RCPPs 
and is leading the Southwest Washington Small Forest Lands Conservation Partnership RCPP 
(SWSFLCP).  This RCPP seeks to improve fish and wildlife habitat, forest health, and water 
quality while keeping working forests working.  The program covers eight counties and includes 
eight CDs, SCC, the Department of Natural Resources (DNR), and Washington State University 
(WSU) Extension as the primary partners.  NRCS awarded $1.3 million of funding for technical 
and financial assistance for the SWSFLCP.  WDFW is managing the partnership and will seek 
$500,000 of match to help purchase forest conservation easements to conserve marbled murrelet 
habitat.   



Mr. David Schumacher 
August 27, 2020 
Page 2 
 
 
Many people describe Southwest Washington as the “wood basket” of the state.  There are 
significant needs for technical and financial assistance to help forest landowners conserve natural 
resources while keeping working forests working.  The SWSFLCP provides a collaborative 
approach to address these needs.  Three CDs and DNR are providing stewardship foresters who 
work directly with forest landowners to plan and implement projects (e.g. conservation 
easements to protect marbled murrelet habitat, correcting fish passage barriers, thinning 
overstocked forests, and preventing stormwater runoff from forest roads from draining directly to 
streams).  The CD stewardship foresters are critical to delivering the SWSFLCP; in fact, there is 
enough demand for their services that some of the foresters have waiting lists.  This RCPP could 
not succeed without dedicated CD staff working directly with forest landowners.  To date, the 
SWSFLCP has accomplished the following: 
 

• DNR has provided over $418,000 of match funding from the Family Forest Fish Passage 
Program to correct three fish passage barriers in the RCPP area; 

• WSU Extension has hosted five Family Forest Field Days, 16 topical workshops, and five 
coached planning classes.  These events combined for a total of 226 educational hours 
and were attended by 1,050 forest landowners; 

• The CDs and DNR have worked with forest landowners to complete 413 site visits and 
develop 28 forest stewardship plans that make the landowners eligible for financial 
assistance from NRCS; and 

• In May 2020 the SWSFLCP partners and NRCS held the first sign-up for landowners to 
apply for NRCS financial assistance to implement conservation practices. 

 
The SCC RCPP budget request includes funding needed to maintain CD capacity to provide 
technical assistance for the SWSFLCP and six other RCPPs.  This funding is critical to leverage 
NRCS funding and continue progress on conserving natural resources.   
 
CDs have an established track record of working with landowners to conserve natural resources 
in a voluntary manner.  It takes years to build the relationships and trust needed to make this 
model work.  Many CDs rely on grant funding to pay for staff, which often results in high staff 
turnover, disrupting the process of building relationships with landowners.  RCPP is an 
established conservation program with high demand from landowners.  It is critical that SCC 
receive the funding needed to keep the RCPPs working effectively.  CDs are working every day 
to help landowners conserve natural resources, including fish and wildlife habitat.  Their work 
makes important contributions to quality of life for all Washingtonians.  The CDs and SCC are 
highly valued partners of WDFW, and we strongly support the SCC 2021-23 biennial budget 
request for RCPP match.   
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Kelly Susewind 
Director 
 



Mr. David Schumacher 
August 27, 2020 
Page 3 
 
cc: Jim Cahill, OFM Senior Budget Assistant 

Leslie Connelly, OFM Budget Assistant 
Carol Smith, Ph.D., SCC Director 
Shana Joy, SCC Regional Manager Coordinator 
Alison Halpern, Ph.D., SCC Policy Assistant 
Tom McBride, WDFW Legislative Director 





















June 2018 

Expected Use of Bond/COP Proceeds 

Agency No:  4710  Agency Name  State Conservation Commission 

Contact Name:  Sarah Groth 

Phone:  (360) 407‐6205 Fax:  (360)407‐6215

Fund(s) Number:  057  Fund Name:  State Building Construction Account 

Project Number:  40000017  Project Title: 
Regional Conservation Partnership 
Program (RCPP) 

Agencies are required to submit this form for all projects funded with Bonds or COPs, as applicable.  OFM will 
collect and forward the forms to the Office of the State Treasurer. 

1. Will any portion of the project or asset ever be owned by any entity other than the
state or one of its agencies or departments?

 Yes   No 

2. Will any portion of the project or asset ever be leased to any entity other than the
state or one of its agencies or departments?

 Yes   No 

3. Will any portion of the project or asset ever be managed or operated by any entity
other than the state or one of its agencies or departments?

 Yes   No 

4. Will any portion of the project or asset be used to perform sponsored research
under an agreement with a nongovernmental entity (business, non-profit entity, or
the federal government), including any federal department or agency?

 Yes   No 

5. Does the project involve a public/private venture, or will any entity other than the
state or one of its agencies or departments ever have a special priority or other right
to use any portion of the project or asset to purchase or otherwise acquire any
output of the project or asset such as electric power or water supply?

 Yes   No 

6. Will any portion of the Bond/COP proceeds be granted or transferred to
nongovernmental entities (businesses, non-profit entities, or the federal
government) or granted or transferred to other governmental entities which will use
the grant for nongovernmental purposes?

 Yes   No 

7. If you have answered “Yes” to any of the questions above, will your agency or any
other state agency receive any payments from any nongovernmental entity, for the
use of, or in connection with, the project or assets?  A nongovernmental entity is
defined as

a. any person or private entity, such as a corporation, partnership, limited liability
company, or association;

b. any nonprofit corporation (including any 501(c)(3) organization); or
c. the federal governmental (including any federal department or agency).

 Yes   No 

8. Is any portion of the project or asset, or rights to any portion of the project or
asset, expected to be sold to any entity other than the state or one of its agencies or
departments?

 Yes   No 

9. Will any portion of the Bond/COP proceeds be loaned to nongovernmental
entities or loaned to other governmental entities that will use the loan for
nongovernmental purposes?

 Yes   No 

10. Will any portion of the Bond/COP proceeds be used for staff costs for tasks not
directly related to a financed project(s)?

 Yes   No 

If all of the answers to the questions above are “No,” request tax-exempt funding.  If the answer to any of the 
questions is “Yes,” contact your OFM capital analyst for further review.   

















Our Shellfish Program uses a targeted approach to invest in best management 
practices (BMPs) implemented by conservation districts and landowners that 
build cumulative results for shellfish recovery. Priority is given to “project clusters” 
within a watershed where there’s a water quality concern.

Shellfish Program

Funding expended in FY19: $3.8M

Conservation district 
boundaries

BMPs completed in fiscal 
year 2019

BMPs completed in 
previous years

Shellfish closure zones

Legend

Area of Detail

2019 PROGRAM ACCOMPLISHMENTS



Learn more about the 
Shellfish Program: 

scc.wa.gov/shellfish

Conservation 
districts have used 
Shellfish Program 

funding for projects that 
were part of efforts that 
resulted in the upgrade 
of thousands of acres of 

shellfish growing areas in 
Dungeness Bay, Birch Bay, 

and Drayton Harbor. 

Project site before (top) and 
after (bottom) Whatcom 
Conservation District assisted 
a landowner with installing a 
heavy use area and watering 
facility for livestock in order to 
prevent polluted runoff. 

The property is in the Deer 
Creek Watershed, a tributary 
to the Nooksack River, which 
drains to Portage Bay shellfish 
growing areas. 

The District also used Shellfish 
Program funding to assist the 
landowner with roof runoff 
structures, underground 
outlets, and a covered manure 
storage facility. 

150
best management 
practices installed

2019 HighlightsSuccess Stories

4,080

3,021,283
gallons of liquid manure 
per day safely transferred 

away from waterways

square feet of pervious 
surface installed to filter 

stormwater

Pacific Conservation District 
helped lead a multi-partner 
effort to address erosion 
at “Washaway Beach” that 
was on the verge of causing 
serious damage to drainage 
infrastructure. The Grayland 
area and local cranberry bogs 
were at high-risk for flooding, 
which would carry pollutants 
to hundreds of acres of 
shellfish growing area. 

The District used Shellfish 
Program funding to construct 
a stone cobble berm, called 
a dynamic revetment, that 
protects the shoreline. 

Last winter — for the first time 
in 100 years — no ground was 
lost at this project site. 

Now the District is working to 
raise the revetment to 21 feet 
to address climate change 
predictions and will plant it 
with native vegetation.  





  June 2018 

Expected Use of Bond/COP Proceeds 
 

Agency No:  4710  Agency Name  State Conservation Commission 

Contact Name:  Sarah Groth 

Phone:  (360) 407‐6205  Fax:  (360)407‐6215 

Fund(s) Number:  057  Fund Name:  State Building Construction Account 

Project Number:  40000018  Project Title:  Shellfish Investments 

Agencies are required to submit this form for all projects funded with Bonds or COPs, as applicable.  OFM will 
collect and forward the forms to the Office of the State Treasurer. 

1. Will any portion of the project or asset ever be owned by any entity other than the 
state or one of its agencies or departments?   

 Yes   No 

2. Will any portion of the project or asset ever be leased to any entity other than the 
state or one of its agencies or departments?   

 Yes   No 

3. Will any portion of the project or asset ever be managed or operated by any entity 
other than the state or one of its agencies or departments?   

 Yes   No 

4. Will any portion of the project or asset be used to perform sponsored research 
under an agreement with a nongovernmental entity (business, non-profit entity, or 
the federal government), including any federal department or agency?   

 Yes   No 

5. Does the project involve a public/private venture, or will any entity other than the 
state or one of its agencies or departments ever have a special priority or other right 
to use any portion of the project or asset to purchase or otherwise acquire any 
output of the project or asset such as electric power or water supply? 

 Yes   No 

6. Will any portion of the Bond/COP proceeds be granted or transferred to 
nongovernmental entities (businesses, non-profit entities, or the federal 
government) or granted or transferred to other governmental entities which will use 
the grant for nongovernmental purposes?   

 Yes   No 

7. If you have answered “Yes” to any of the questions above, will your agency or any 
other state agency receive any payments from any nongovernmental entity, for the 
use of, or in connection with, the project or assets?  A nongovernmental entity is 
defined as  

a. any person or private entity, such as a corporation, partnership, limited liability 
company, or association;  

b. any nonprofit corporation (including any 501(c)(3) organization); or 
c. the federal governmental (including any federal department or agency).   

 Yes   No 

8. Is any portion of the project or asset, or rights to any portion of the project or 
asset, expected to be sold to any entity other than the state or one of its agencies or 
departments?   

 Yes   No 

9. Will any portion of the Bond/COP proceeds be loaned to nongovernmental 
entities or loaned to other governmental entities that will use the loan for 
nongovernmental purposes?   

 Yes   No 

10. Will any portion of the Bond/COP proceeds be used for staff costs for tasks not 
directly related to a financed project(s)?   

 Yes   No 

If all of the answers to the questions above are “No,” request tax-exempt funding.  If the answer to any of the 
questions is “Yes,” contact your OFM capital analyst for further review.   
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Provides incentive-based solutions to reduce the water 
resource confl ict between irrigated agriculture and 
salmon. Water right holders receive fi nancial assistance 
for upgrading to more effi  cient irrigation systems. 
Saved water is returned to drought-prone streams that 
are home to ESA-listed salmonid fi sh species without 
risk of relinquishing irrigators’ water rights. 

Legend

Conservation district boundaries

Projects in progress (17-18)

Completed projects (02-17)

16 critical basins with shortage of water for fish

Planned projects (19-20)

Irrigation Effi  ciencies 
Grant Program (IEGP) 
2017-19 Funding: $4,000,000 
(through Department of Ecology)

IEGP Accomplishments to Date:

Since its inception in 2001, IEGP has:

 ▶ Completed 69 projects.

 ▶ Saved 17,847 acre feet of water per 
year.

 ▶ Saved 71.2 cubic feet of water per 
second per year.

 ▶ Enhanced streamfl ow in 24 tributaries 
critical for salmonids.

Completed projects (FY18)

FY 2018 PROGRAM ACCOMPLISHMENTS



Examples of what was 
accomplished through the 

IEGP this fiscal year: 

Learn more about IEGP: 
scc.wa.gov/iegp

Examples of BMPs eligible for IEGP funding FY 2018 Highlights

Fish screens: These are required on IEGP projects. They protect juvenile fish from water diversions, 
such as irrigation pump intakes. 

Soil moisture data collection: This is 
an important part of each on-farm 
efficiencies project. 

It helps the farmer know how much 
water to apply and when.

Center pivot systems: These are one of the most efficient and effective irrigation system types. They 
offer multiple benefits including saving water, energy, and time.

Completed two ditch-to-
pipe projects that saved 

2.2 cubic feet per second of 
water and returned 620 acre 
feet of water per year to the 

Dungeness River.

Participated on Drought 
Contingency Planning 

Taskforce, which included 
completing the final phase 

of rewriting the state’s 
drought contingency plan.  

Helped the Union Gap 
Irrigation District begin 

construction on a mitigation 
project to address impacts 
to an irrigation pipe that 
carries water through the 

Rattlesnake Ridge landslide 
area.

Contact:  Jon Culp, Water Resources Program Manager | jculp@scc.wa.gov | 509-385-7509



  June 2018 

Expected Use of Bond/COP Proceeds 
 

Agency No:  4710  Agency Name  State Conservation Commission 

Contact Name:  Sarah Groth 

Phone:  (360) 407‐6205  Fax:  (360)407‐6215 

Fund(s) Number:  057  Fund Name:  State Building Construction Account 

Project Number:  40000014  Project Title:  Irrigation Efficiencies 

Agencies are required to submit this form for all projects funded with Bonds or COPs, as applicable.  OFM will 
collect and forward the forms to the Office of the State Treasurer. 

1. Will any portion of the project or asset ever be owned by any entity other than the 
state or one of its agencies or departments?   

 Yes   No 

2. Will any portion of the project or asset ever be leased to any entity other than the 
state or one of its agencies or departments?   

 Yes   No 

3. Will any portion of the project or asset ever be managed or operated by any entity 
other than the state or one of its agencies or departments?   

 Yes   No 

4. Will any portion of the project or asset be used to perform sponsored research 
under an agreement with a nongovernmental entity (business, non-profit entity, or 
the federal government), including any federal department or agency?   

 Yes   No 

5. Does the project involve a public/private venture, or will any entity other than the 
state or one of its agencies or departments ever have a special priority or other right 
to use any portion of the project or asset to purchase or otherwise acquire any 
output of the project or asset such as electric power or water supply? 

 Yes   No 

6. Will any portion of the Bond/COP proceeds be granted or transferred to 
nongovernmental entities (businesses, non-profit entities, or the federal 
government) or granted or transferred to other governmental entities which will use 
the grant for nongovernmental purposes?   

 Yes   No 

7. If you have answered “Yes” to any of the questions above, will your agency or any 
other state agency receive any payments from any nongovernmental entity, for the 
use of, or in connection with, the project or assets?  A nongovernmental entity is 
defined as  

a. any person or private entity, such as a corporation, partnership, limited liability 
company, or association;  

b. any nonprofit corporation (including any 501(c)(3) organization); or 
c. the federal governmental (including any federal department or agency).   

 Yes   No 

8. Is any portion of the project or asset, or rights to any portion of the project or 
asset, expected to be sold to any entity other than the state or one of its agencies or 
departments?   

 Yes   No 

9. Will any portion of the Bond/COP proceeds be loaned to nongovernmental 
entities or loaned to other governmental entities that will use the loan for 
nongovernmental purposes?   

 Yes   No 

10. Will any portion of the Bond/COP proceeds be used for staff costs for tasks not 
directly related to a financed project(s)?   

 Yes   No 

If all of the answers to the questions above are “No,” request tax-exempt funding.  If the answer to any of the 
questions is “Yes,” contact your OFM capital analyst for further review.   
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