
DRAFT SOPB Recommendation on guidelines established under RCW 4.24.5501 

 

The Sex Offender Policy Board was directed by the Legislature to review and make findings and 
recommendations regarding “guidelines established under RCW 4.24.5501 addressing sex offender 
community notification, including whether and how public access to the guidelines can be improved.”   

Following its review of this topic, the Policy Board makes the following findings:  
• The guidelines established under RCW 4.24.5501 serve as a resource to law enforcement 

agencies and does not serve in and of itself as a policy in any law enforcement agency in this 
state.  Though they may use information from the guidelines, law enforcement agencies 
establish their own policies, which may or may not be consistent with the guidelines. 

• While the guidelines is not a policy, it is a document that has been made easily available to the 
public since its original adoption, and continues to be made easily available to the public via the 
following online locations: 

o http://www.waspc.org/sex-offender-information 
o http://www.waspc.org/model-policies 
o  http://sheriffalerts.com/cap_safety_1.php?office=54528  

• Actual policies adopted by law enforcement agencies are available upon request at each law 
enforcement agency. 

The Policy Board recommends that the Legislature take no action on this topic. 
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