
Domestic Violence Felony Sentencing Reform: 
Enhanced penalties for repeat/serial domestic violence offenders. 

  



 
State v. Gary Ruffcorn  

 
 • Well known to law 

enforcement throughout 
east King County for DV.   

• Long DV history: six 
convictions for Assault 
four DV, three for violation 
NCO, and two drug 
convictions. 

• Charged with Assault 
second degree for brutal 
assault on his girlfriend. 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
.  



 
State v. Gary Ruffcorn  

 
 • His nine misdemeanor DV 

convictions do not count 
towards felony “score.” 

   
• His “score” only includes 

prior drug convictions.   
 

• Result is a sentence range 
little different than a 
misdemeanor.   



History  

• In 1979 the Legislature passed the Domestic 
Violence Prevention Act (DVPA) recognizing DV as: 

 
 “a serious crime and intended to provide maximum protection 

from abuse for victims of domestic violence…the official 
response shall stress the enforcement of laws to protect the 
victim and shall communicate the attitude that violent behavior 
is not excused or tolerated.”  RCW 10.99.010 

 
• The purpose of the DVPA was not to establish new 

crimes, but to ensure existing statutes would be fully 
and equally enforced in DV situations. See Roy v. 
City of Everett, 118 Wn. 2d 352, 258 (1992). 



History 
• In 1984 the Sentencing Reform Act (SRA) 

took effect: felony sentences determined by 
“seriousness” of the offense and “offender 
score”  as calculated by the sentencing "grid.” 
 

• Felony DV crimes given the same 
seriousness ranking as non-DV crimes. 
 

• Prior DV convictions for a felony or 
misdemeanor valued the same as non-DV 
convictions. 

 



SRA Sentencing Grid 



SRA and DV Sentencing 

• The Legislature has amended the SRA in every 
session, resulting in longer periods of 
confinement for repeat offenders. 
 

• In 23 years only two amendments for DV crimes. 
(FVNCO in 2000 and Strangulation in 2007). 
 

• The limited focus on DV has allowed repeat 
offenders to engage in a pattern of serial 
domestic violence with little consequence. 



Proposals for Change 

• Scoring select class of prior misdemeanor 
DV history. 
 

• Multiplier for select class of repeat DV 
felony convictions.  
 

• Plead and prove DV designation. 
 

• Modify Agg. factor for history of DV. 
 



Serious Domestic Violence 

• Assault 4 Domestic Violence  
 
• Violation of a Domestic Violence Court 

Order  
  
• Harassment Domestic Violence  

 
• Stalking Domestic Violence select class of 

prior misdemeanor DV history. 
 



State v. Damon Overby 

 



State v. Damon Overby 
• 2007 Assault 4 DV—different victim 
• 2006 Assault 4 DV—different victim 
• 2003 Assault 4 DV 
• 1998 Interfering with reporting DV 
• 1998 Assault 4 DV—different victim 
• 1997 Assault 3 
• 1996 Malicious Mischief 2 
• 1995 Assault 2 

 



Domestic Violence Multiplier 

• Multiply prior convictions for core 
domestic violence offenses. 
 

• Do not multiply prior convictions for 
Felony Violation NCO (2 priors), or 
Residential Burglary.   
 

• Only multiply those where DV designation 
was plead and proven.   
 



Preliminary look at numbers 

• Sample of all open KC felony DV cases. 
 

• Scored cases using new proposal. 
 

• Then scored cases as if we had plead and 
proven DV for past two years, past four 
years, and past 6 years.  
 
 
 



Preliminary look at numbers 

• At first only impact about 14% of cases 
assuming every jurisdiction began 
pleading and proving DV. 
 

• Would slowly rise over 6 years to 30%.   
 

• Large percentage of cases would be 
completely unaffected by change.     
 
 
 



No Change, 
68.788% 

↑ 1 or 2, 
22.12% 

↑ >2, 
9.09% 

Offender Score Changes after six years 

No 
Change 
↑ 1 or 2 
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