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Objective of the Criminal Records Audit

¢ Analyze Washington State’s criminal
history databases for adult feloens to
determine completeness and accuracy.
among the databases (October 2007).

¢ Databases to be studied:
—\\Vashingten: State; Patiel OWSE)
— [Departmenit GiF Correchons (IDOEC)
— AdmipistrativerOfficer ol ther Colis (AOC)
= SentenecingiGuUIdelinEes CommISSIonN(SEE®)

¢ lIme Pered: 11992 thretighr 2005:
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1)

2)

3)

In This Presentation:
Review Three Study Questions

How uniguely can a defendant be
Identified?

Are defendant’s criminal recorads
accurately recorded?

Are criminal recorads consistently.
assoeciated With the same defencdant
thretigheut the system?
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Data and then recommendations.


1) How uniguely can a defendant be identified?

Percentage of Person IDs Matched to WSP by Name and
Date of Birth With More Than One SID in WSP Database

Percentage of Person IDs With

Multiple Matches in WSP Database
Criminal Justice Database Based on Name and DOB

¢ RIngerprints are noet exclusively used to identify,
an effender by AOC, SGC, and DOC.

¢ It IS difficult tor relianly identify, a persen Using
el name; date’ of bIrth:
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1) How uniguely can a defendant be
identified?

Fingerprint-based State ldentification
number (SID) exists for:

100%

80% 1~

60% -

40% |-

20% 1~

0%

WSP
(arrests)

AOC

(convicted .

felons)

Percentage with SID

SGC
| (J&S's)
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
100 percent of WSP arrest records
86 percent of convicted felons in AOC’s database
98 percent of offenders under the DOC authority
67 percent of the judgment and sentence documents in SGC’s database 



2) Are criminal records accurately recorded?

¢ Not all AOC felony conviction cases are
found In the criminal justice databases.

—\WSP: 87 percent found
—SGC: 88 percent found
— [DOC: 91 percent feuna

¢ \When cases match from AOC to the
crhiminal justice datalases:

—REWVEERNGORANENOONPERCERIFIRAlINCHARGES
ppreiien).
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3) Are criminal records consistently associated with
the same defendant threughout the system?

¢ AOC case numbers were matched to
case numbers in the criminal justice
databases. We found that the SID iIs
the same In both databases:

VSR OINRERCENI
— S G CH 64 oeifdep)t
DO CROSPERCEN:
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=
3) Are criminal records consistently associated with

the same defendant threughout the system?

PCNs in AOC’s Database Matched to PCNs in WSP’s Database

60% -

40% -

=== Percentage with same AOC Case Number

20% - :
wem—= Percentage with same SID Number

O% T T T T T T T T T T T T
1992 1994 1996 1998 2000 2002 2004
Year Case Was Filed



Presenter
Presentation Notes
PCN- unique number linking disposition of fingerprinting event to an arrest record.


Recommendations to
Improve Person ldentification

¢ Require the SID be the official state
identifier for all databases for criminal
defendants from superior court.

¢ lransmit the Sl electronically frem
WSP' te alll other agency dataldases
(e.q., email).
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Fingerprint-verified SID flag (CA).  
Highlight that this could be a very low percentage.



Improve Person ldentification — cont’d

¢ Discuss methods to guarantee that an SID
appears on every judgment and sentence
document signed by a judge.

— SGC and the Superior Court Judges Assoclation

¢ Reguire SID on the prosecutor’s charging
document for booked defendants.

— Based on iingermprnt Fom lavw eniercement.

¢ Eliminate name and date of birth identification and
Use live-scan devices (IR the courtroem).

— ComMERETANGWEHIMENREIOREICOUIERaRPEAANCE
to) flplcj2rornit Stinplralopieel eleiaiplefzip)ts.
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Recommendations to Improve Accuracy and
Consistency of Criminal History Records

¢ Develop an oversight committee charged with
managing the consistent recording of RCWSs.

Responsibilities could include:

— Establishra common RCWW.: tahle for all'agencies.

— Simpliy charges requirng more than ene RCW. For
example; thelt charges.

— Review ambiguoets  REVN/S:
¢ Undelineds = cannmok aiIstngushiifiEs asfelony

& Combineda=sstkpakaghapns akerieloniesianc
MISEEIMEARGES

¢ Reguire the PEN(er PENS)ren the' judgmentand
SEntEnce; decUument:.
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=
Targeting Areas for Future Improvements

¢ Fingerprints become the exclusive method
for recording an offender identification.

¢ Databases become more integrated.

— assISt each organization to aligniits; datalnase
With the requirements ol an Integrated criminal
Jjustice datalase system.

¢ Rely on data transmission witheut manual
Intervention.

¢ AOC capture conviction Infermation freom
the Judgment and sentence for
transmission teo) WSP;, SGC, and DOC.
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Initially, (minimal) RCW, information on the individual charges (plead or found guilty) for the other agencies.
Finally, (max) electronic judgment and sentence.


Other HelpitlFSlides Net'Used
DURRgHIIS Presentation




\Washington State Institute for
Public Policy

¢ Created In 1983 by the state Legislature

¢ Mission: Carry out non-partisan research
on projects assigned either by the
legislature or the Institute’s Board of
Directors
— 8 legislators
— 4 higher education provosts or presidents
— 4 state agency directors
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Authority

+ OFM contracted with the Institute to
conduct an audit of the Washington
State criminal history record systems
as part of the National Criminal
History Improevement Program.

¢ RIS preject was: appreved by the
Institute Board.
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Criminal Records Oversight Committee

¢ Representing nine state and local criminal
justice agencies.

& Responsibilities:

— o provide the Institute, Withr technical
guidance on data and BuUsiness; practices.

— Jlorensure analyses accurately reflect the

Status ol the caminalinIstery datalases and
faco)fels

¢ The Institute did not ask the Committee to
take an efficiall pesition en each
FEcOommenacdation.
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Importance of Complete and
Accurate Criminal Records
¢ Sentencing Reform Act of 1984 -

Convictions are counted In a sentence
calculation.

¢ DOC’s risk assessment tool.

¢ Other reasens include: hackground Checks;
Voter registration, professional licensing,
Sex effender registration; rental heusing
GECISIONS, Ete:
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Dictionary. of Terms

¢ SID — Fingerprint-based State
Ildentification number issued by WSP

+ PCN — Unigue numiber linking
dispoesition of fingerprinting event
to an arrest record.
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