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Washington Celebrates Volunteer Appreciation Week 
 

To recognize the countless acts of service performed by one of Washington’s most valuable 
assets – its volunteers – Governor Jay Inslee proclaimed April 21-27 as Washington Volunteer 
Appreciation Week.  Inslee said, “I urge all citizens to join me in recognizing and supporting 
those who volunteer and serve.” 

 
To celebrate, the Ninth Annual Governor’s Volunteer Service Awards will be presented to 44 
honorees on April 25, 2013 in a ceremony at the Executive Mansion.  Nominated by AmeriCorps 
programs, Citizen Corps Councils, Senior Corps and volunteer centers from across the state, 
the recipients of the 2013 Governor’s Volunteer Service Award are: 
 
Susan Akamatsu Tacoma Rebecca Anderson Tacoma 
Mary Atherton Ocean Park Bryan Barnett Renton 
David Belt Longview Philip Birkeland Tacoma 
Fern Blaylock Coulee Dam Juliana Borges Lake Stevens 
Darren Branum Federal Way Vera Brokenshire Tacoma 
Jan Bromberg Sammamish Natasha Burns Everett 
Alfred Butler Bremerton David Chung Lakewood 
Scott Currie Auburn Levi DeWeber Connell 
Obadiah DeWeber Connell Norma-Erin Espinosa Seattle 
Dick Fale Everett Lauren Gaylord Seattle 
Elaine Gualtieri Tacoma Dori Gustafson Seattle 
Grace C. Hanson Renton Brian Higdon Ravensdale 
Shannon Higdon Ravensdale Scott Hope Redmond 
Scott James Bainbridge Island Jerry Johnson Seattle 
Angie Kelly Olympia Ray Kusumi Renton 
Isle Lindall Mount Vernon Mark Lium Tukwila 
Judith Miller Bellevue Lisa Parsons Seattle 
Crystal Pate Lacey Clarence Pittack Hoquiam 
Alison Robbins Olympia George Robertson Longview 
Mesganaw Sissay Seattle Hollie Smith Olympia 
Steve Vradenburg Bothell Steve Wainwright Seattle 
Nick Warden University Place Amy Woodfin Ferndale 
 
Debbie Schuffenhauer, Acting Executive Director of the Washington Commission for National 
and Community Service, stated, “We have much to celebrate during National Volunteer Week.  
Washington is now ranked 9th

 
 in the country for its level of volunteer participation.”   

Bill Basl, Director of AmeriCorps for the Corporation for National and Community Service in 
Washington, D.C. will be in Olympia for the festivities.  Basl, the former Executive Director of the 
Washington Commission for National and Community Service, will speak about the power of 
engaged citizens to solve problems and make communities better places to live and work.  

 



On the evening of April 25, the Seattle Mariners and the Washington Commission for National 
and Community Service are hosting the fifth annual Salute to Volunteers Night.  Pre-game 
ceremonies will include an on-field special tribute to the distinguished volunteers.  The 
ceremonial first pitch will be thrown out by 13-year old Levi DeWeber of Connell, a recipient of 
the 2013 Governor's Volunteer Service Award. 
 
In addition to the pre-game ceremony, a volunteer bazaar will be located on the Main 
Concourse of Safeco Field with information on how people can get involved in volunteering.  
Representatives from various non-profit groups will be on hand to answer questions about their 
organizations and to match individuals with volunteer opportunities.   
 
To learn more about volunteer opportunities, contact the Volunteer Centers of Washington 
<http://www.volunteerwashington.org> at (800) 865-8683 or the Washington Commission for 
National and Community Service at <http://www.ofm.wa.gov/servewa> or (360) 902-0656. 
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For more information, please contact: 
 
Debbie Schuffenhauer 
debbie.schuffenhauer@ofm.wa.gov 
(360) 902-0669 
 
Denise Berns 
Denise.berns@ofm.wa.gov 
(360) 902-0657 
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