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SUBJECT: The State’s Vendor Checkbook Project and Website 
 
The public views transparency as fundamental to accountability. Most states, including 
Washington, have transparency websites. Washington’s transparency website already provides 
access to a wealth of information related to budgets, spending, revenue, state employee salaries, 
and contracts. Our next goal is to add Vendor Checkbook information.  Here is some information 
about the Vendor Checkbook project: 
 
1. Timeline. We have prepared this timeline to show key tasks involved in getting the Vendor 

Checkbook onto the transparency website. You’ll notice in the timeline that the checkbook 
information will be available first to the agencies making the payments, then to other state 
agencies, and finally to the public.  When agency data is made available to other state 
agencies and to the public, it will be limited to 2011-13 biennium payments. 
 

2. Data access and review. If you have not already done so, we ask that each agency fiscal 
officer send an email to the LEAP Committee requesting access to your agency’s data on the 
test website. Please do this as soon as possible. Someone on the Committee will set up a 
unique username and password for your agency and send it to you via email. Once you have 
access, we’d like you to share the access with others in your agency to review the data for 
accuracy and disclosability. Data included on the test website is defined in the presentation 
rules. 

 
3. Data exempt from disclosure. Unless information is specifically exempt from disclosure, it 

will be disclosed if it meets the other inclusion criteria. We anticipate that a data sharing 
agreement between each agency and OFM will specify what data, if any, is exempt from 
disclosure. Therefore, we’d like each agency to document the nature of its disbursements that 
are exempt from disclosure, the related subobject coding, and the statute or other reference 
that requires the data to be exempt from disclosure. We anticipate building a survey to gather 
this information and will forward the survey link when it is available. 
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In addition, we have added a new Vendor Checkbook resource page to OFM’s website. This 
resource page includes frequently asked questions and other useful information. We’ll update the 
website as new information becomes available. 
 
There are many steps to take before we go live and we need your participation, beginning with 
review of the test website data. We look forward to working with you to achieve this goal. If you 
have questions or input for us on any of these topics, please contact the OFM Accounting 
Division. 
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