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How to Access American Community Survey Data via American 
FactFinder 
 

Example 1:  Accessing ACS data tables. 
 

Click on the following link: http://factfinder.census.gov 

 

 

 

 

1. Click on the “get data” link 
under the American Community 
Survey heading. 

http://factfinder.census.gov/�
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2. View the “Quick Guide” to 
find out more about the data 
products on the right. 

3. Select an estimate 
series.   

Read “Explain 1-year vs. 3-
year estimates” to help you 
decide.   

For smaller populations use 
multiyear data. 

4. Select a data product 
from the list below. 



WASHINGTON STATE OFFICE OF FINANCIAL MANAGEMENT 
OFFICE OF FINANCIAL MANAGE 

3 
 

Example 2:  Accessing poverty data for the total population and the Hispanic 
population in Yakima County. 
 

Yakima’s population is greater then 65,000 so single year data is choosen. 
 

 

2. Select “Detailed 
Tables” from the 
list below. 

1. Select the 
estimate series. 
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3. Select “County”. 

Note: You can select a 
different geography 
here. 

 
4. Select “Washington”. 

5. Select “Yakima”. 

Note: You can add 
more than one  
county at a time. 

6. Press the “Add” 
button. 

7. Press the “Next” 
button. 
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8. Users can find tables using one of three methods.  

Novice users may find “by subject” easiest. 

 

9. Use the pull down menu to 
select “Poverty” under the 
“Economic Characteristics” 
grouping. 

 

10. Press the 
“Search” button 
to find all the 
poverty tables. 

 

11. Scroll through the list of 
tables and select the ones 
that meet your needs. 

Note: B tables are more 
detailed than C tables. 

Note: Not all tables are 
available at all levels of 
geography and 
race/ethnicity. 

 

12. Press the “Add” 
button to add the selected 
tables to list below. 

 
13. Press the 
“Show Result” 
button to see 
the results. 
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14. You can save 
your results as a 
text file or an Excel 
spreadsheet by 
clicking on the 
“Print/Download” 
menu and choosing 
“Download”.   
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