
HUMAN SERVICES - OTHER 

Agency 303

Department of Health

Recommendation Summary

Dollars in Thousands

General Fund State Other Funds Total Funds Annual FTEs

 1,641.1  157,544  947,572  1,105,116 2011-13 Expenditure Authority

 1,628.7  158,832  915,926  1,074,758 Total Maintenance Level
Difference (12.4)  1,288 (31,646) (30,358)

(0.8)%  0.8% (3.3)% (2.7)%Percent Change from Current Biennium

Performance Changes

(1.2) (9,592) (19,047) (28,639)Federal Medicaid Expansion
 8.1  102  2,475  2,577 Online Licensing
 .1  14  14 Licensure Requirements

 200  200 Medical Quality Assurance Commission Communication 
Plan

 55  55 Medical Quality Assurance Commission Business Access 
Enhancement

 2.4  1,382  1,382 Newborn Screening
 2.7  673  250  923 Prescription Monitoring Program
 .3  156  156 Diarrhetic Shellfish Poisoning

 3,862  3,862 Tobacco Quitline
 16  142  158 New Step M for Classified Employees - Year 2 

Implementation

Subtotal  12.4 (4,939) (14,373) (19,312)

 1,641.1  153,893  901,553  1,055,446 Total Proposed Budget
Difference  .1 (3,651) (46,019) (49,670)

 0.0% (2.3)% (4.9)% (4.5)%Percent Change from Current Biennium

Total Proposed Budget by Activity

 200.4  10,629  38,758  49,387 Department of Health Administration
 22.6  1,631  14,669  16,300 Prevent Chronic Disease

 129.9  4,376  28,267  32,643 Protect Drinking Water
 55.0 (41)  40,965  40,924 Prepare for Public Health Emergencies

 142.9  6,294  34,315  40,609 Protect Community Environmental Health
 32.1  5,220 (715)  4,505 Ensure Shellfish and Other Foods are Safe to Eat
 32.4  27,944  4,434  32,378 Strengthening the Public Health System

 260.9  35,021  483,479  518,500 Promote Family and Child Health and Safety
 100.6  9,996  17,535  27,531 Promote Accurate and Timely Public Health Laboratory 

Results
 9.9  1,511  286  1,797 State Board of Health

 34.0  9,453  15,863  25,316 Access to Quality Healthcare Services
 480.4  3,373  116,272  119,645 Patient and Consumer Safety
 135.9  38,402  105,393  143,795 Prevent and Respond to the Transmission of 

Communicable and Infectious Disease
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General Fund State Other Funds Total Funds Annual FTEs

Total Proposed Budget  1,636.6  153,809  899,521  1,053,330 

PERFORMANCE LEVEL CHANGE DESCRIPTIONS

 
Federal Medicaid Expansion
State funding is reduced to reflect the transition of clients from uninsured to insured under the Affordable Care 
Act.  The state will no longer need to subsidize certain programs at current levels since individuals will be covered 
under their own health insurance plans.  (General Fund-State, General Fund-Federal, General Fund-Private/Local)

 

Online Licensing
The Department of Health will implement an online access and credit card payment functionality for new license 
applications for all health care professions, as well as new license applications and renewals for at least five 
regulated facility types.  The online system components implemented by this project will provide applicants, 
facility administrators and employers with more timely information on the status of renewals and applications.  
(General Fund-State, General Fund-Private/Local, Health Professions Account-State, Medical Test Site Licensure 
Account-State)

 

Licensure Requirements
The Medical Quality Assurance Commission (MQAC) will update the licensure requirements of allopathic 
physicians applying to be licensed in Washington to reflect existing training standards in the medical field.  
One-time expenditure authority is provided to cover the costs of rulemaking to update these licensure 
requirements.  (Health Professions Account-State)

 

Medical Quality Assurance Commission Communication Plan
MQAC will continue to implement a comprehensive education and communication strategy that includes a 
quarterly newsletter, direct mailings, and educational meetings.  (Health Professions Account-State)

 

Medical Quality Assurance Commission Business Access Enhancement
The Medical Quality Assurance Commission (MQAC) will establish efficient and effective business access for 
MQAC members by implementing a Citrix server access portal that will allow effective collaboration between the 
members and staff.  (Health Professions Account-State)

 

Newborn Screening
The Department of Health will screen newborn infants for Severe Combined Immunodeficiency (SCID), also 
known as the "bubble boy" disease.  Medical and scientific evidence shows that early detection and treatment 
through newborn screening dramatically improves outcomes for SCID babies and results in a complete cure for 
most.  The department will raise the facility fee from $60.90 to $69 to cover the cost of screening for SCID.  
(Health Professions Account-State)

 

Prescription Monitoring Program
The Prescription Monitoring Program helps practitioners identify and prevent abuse, misuse, duplication and 
forgery of prescriptions, as well as dangerous drug interactions.  Federal grant funding was used to develop the 
program; however, these federal grants are not ongoing and will be fully depleted by June 2013.  Ongoing funding 
is provided for continuation of the program.  (General Fund-State, Medical Aid Account-State)
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Diarrhetic Shellfish Poisoning
The Department of Health will begin testing and analyzing diarrhetic shellfish poisoning samples at the 
Washington State Public Health Laboratory.  Diarrhetic shellfish poisoning is an health issue not found in 
Washington State before 2011.  (Biotoxin Account-State)

 

Tobacco Quitline
The Tobacco Quitline provides cessation services for the uninsured and underinsured population.  State funding is 
currently provided only through Fiscal Year 2013.  Ongoing funding is provided to continue Tobacco Quitline 
services through the 2013-15 biennium.

ACTIVITY DESCRIPTIONS

 
Department of Health Administration
Department of Health administration manages the day-to-day operations and leadership functions of the agency.  
Staff in this area provides executive leadership, policy development and review, financial services, computer and 
information technology services, personnel services, communications, and safety and emergency management 
support for the agency's programs.

 

Prevent Chronic Disease
Prevention is the cornerstone of public health. The Department of Health works through many channels to provide 
public health promotion resources, materials, and evidence-based strategies to educate and inform the public on 
how to be healthy and prevent disease. The Department provides technical assistance in community planning with 
the goal of making the healthy choice the easy choice. Activities include tobacco prevention and control; 
promotion of regular physical activity and proper nutrition; chronic disease prevention and disease management 
strategies; cancer prevention and control; and cardiovascular disease prevention and control.

 

Protect Drinking Water
The Drinking Water program works with the State Board of Health, local water systems, and communities to make 
sure that drinking water is safe and reliable. Activities include monitoring water quality tests; conducting 
inspections of water systems; enforcing regulations and safety measures; assisting water systems during planning, 
design, and construction of new facilities and upgrades; training and certifying water system operators; and 
providing funding for water system improvements.

 

Prepare for Public Health Emergencies
Public health agencies play a key role in making sure our communities are prepared for emergencies. The 
Department of Health works with local health departments, hospitals, emergency managers, and others to help 
prepare our state for everything from natural disasters to bioterrorism threats. The Department coordinates the 
development of state, regional, and local public health emergency response plans as part of this work. The agency 
also works with emergency responders and others to provide training and exercises on topics such as mass 
vaccination and risk communication. The Department is improving preparedness in Washington State through a 
variety of activities including facilitating local, regional, state, and tribal partnerships, public education campaigns 
and activities, and building systems to quickly share health information.
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Protect Community Environmental Health
The Department of Health works with public health partners and businesses to protect the community from hazards 
in the environment by educating the public about how to make and keep their environment safe and healthy; 
developing environmental public health standards for septic systems and swimming pools; conducting 
environmental surveillance and technical assistance to help the public prevent disease spread by animals; 
monitoring sources of radiation, radioactive materials, and radioactive waste; providing resources to clean areas 
that have been contaminated by dangerous materials; monitoring and preventing pesticide-related illness; and 
helping communities minimize or eliminate exposure to contaminants in the environment.

 

Ensure Shellfish and Other Foods are Safe to Eat
The Department of Health helps make sure that food served in restaurants and other businesses is safe to eat. The 
Department ensures that shellfish harvested from Washington waters is also safe to eat. Activities include 
monitoring local waters and beaches where shellfish grow for pollution and harmful toxins; developing public 
health standards for the safe sale and service of food; educating food service workers and the public on proper 
food safety; inspecting commercial shellfish companies; and investigating and controlling outbreaks of foodborne 
illnesses.

 

Strengthening the Public Health System
The Department of Health maintains an active partnership and continuous communication with public health 
decision-makers at the local, state, and federal level. Coordinated response is essential in responding to widespread 
disease threats, negotiating policy and budget objectives for health improvement and assuring that information can 
flow across county lines or to other health partners. Activities include providing resources for emergency medical 
and trauma services; promoting access to healthcare in rural communities; increasing electronic communications 
between the Department, local health partners, hospitals, and emergency responders; coordinating response to 
emerging health issues with federal, state, and local partners; offering certified copies of birth, death, divorce, and 
marriage records to the public; building and supporting information networks to provide data that helps people 
make good decisions about public health.  Blue Ribbon Commission and Local Capacity Development Funds 
distributed to local jurisdictions are an essential source of support to assure a minimum level of public health 
services everywhere in the state and are primarily used to address issues pertaining to communicable disease, 
maternal and child health, immunizations and community health assessments.

 

Promote Family and Child Health and Safety
Working with many state and local partners, the Department of Health promotes healthy behaviors and the use of 
preventive health services. The agency promotes regular health checkups for everyone and prenatal care and 
education for parents. Some of the agency's most important work is to distribute vaccines for children and 
investigate and control vaccine-preventable disease. The agency provides health promotion materials and 
consultation on the best strategies; provides nutrition and health education for pregnant women; and helps 
thousands of state residents by providing healthy food through the Women, Infants, and Children (WIC) program. 
The Department of Health supports family planning/reproductive health services for women, men, and teens; 
linking children and families to health services; and providing programs to prevent injuries.

 

Promote Accurate and Timely Public Health Laboratory Results
The Department of Health's Public Health Laboratories serve the people of our state by providing accurate and 
timely laboratory results. The laboratories' broad spectrum of tests are available to local health agencies, 
Department of Health programs, and the state's health care and emergency response system. During an emergency 
response, testing services are available 24/7 or on an as needed basis.  The laboratories provide a broad range of 
tests including those that look for communicable disease, shellfish poisoning, foodborne illnesses, health issues in 
newborn babies, and contamination of air, water, and food that may endanger human health.
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State Board of Health
The State Board of Health is housed within the Department of Health but works independently to understand and 
prevent disease across the entire population. The Board adopts rules that protect the public’s health and guide 
many public health functions, including newborn screening, food safety, public water systems, and immunizations 
for school and child care entry.  The Board also serves as a public forum and works with many public and private 
partners to develop public health regulations and policy.  The Board assists  the Governor’s Interagency Council 
on Health Disparities in developing a state action plan to eliminate health disparities by race/ethnicity and gender.

 

Access to Quality Healthcare Services
All people in Washington State deserve to have access to competent and safe, quality healthcare.  The 
Department's programs work to build and maintain systems so that people in all parts of the state can access 
healthcare.  Programs include: a specialized emergency medical services and trauma care system that sets 
standards and works with hospitals and ambulance/aid services to ensure that the critically ill and injured get 
timely, high quality and appropriate care; Indian health planning, providing technical assistance to help address 
health disparities in this population; rural healthcare systems development and health professional shortage area 
designations, providing federal funding and technical assistance to hospitals and medical services to help maintain 
and improve care in rural communities. The Department of Health assists communities to recruit and retain 
physicians, dentists, and nurses in rural and underserved parts of the state.

 

Patient and Consumer Safety
Patient and consumer safety are among the Department of Health's top priorities.  The Department works to ensure 
that health care providers and facilities comply with health, safety, and professional standards through licensing, 
investigation, and disciplinary activities.  The Department collaborates with health profession boards, commissions 
and committees to regulate care by providers.  The Department of Health provides information to health care 
facilities, health care professionals, and consumers that allows them to make informed decisions.

 

Prevent and Respond to the Transmission of Communicable and Infectious Disease
The Department of Health works with many partners to protect people from communicable and infectious disease.  
The agency educates the public on ways to stay healthy and avoid contracting and spreading communicable and 
infectious disease. It monitors and tracks disease trends as well as the rate and frequency of infectious disease.  
State health programs pay for drugs and limited medical care for HIV clients and works with local health agencies 
to investigate disease outbreaks. The Department also works to prevent and reduce the spread of communicable 
and infectious disease.
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