
Economic Vitality 
Indicator 1: Increase Percentage of People Employed 

 
Measure b: Total Employment 
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Total Nonagricultural Employment
(seasonally adjusted)

 
 

Nonfarm job growth is an indicator of the expansion or contraction in the economy.  That expansion 
represents the increase in employment opportunities available to Washington's workers, and a contraction 
represents the loss of those opportunities. 

This graph depicts the total nonfarm employment (seasonally adjusted) in Washington since January 2000.  
The state's economy experienced a loss of nonfarm jobs following the post 9/11 recession and following the 
housing bubble/global financial crisis recession of 2008-09.  Employment appears to have troughed in late 
2009, with the first months of 2010 reporting an upturn in jobs -- hopefully the beginnings of the 
employment recovery. 

 
 

Total Nonagricultural Employment (seasonally adjusted) in Thousands 
 Jan Feb Mar Apr May June July Aug Sept Oct Nov Dec 

2000 2,692.7 2,685.7 2,712.1 2,699.4 2,711.5 2,710.9 2,697.5 2,713.2 2,713.3 2,717.3 2,723.0 2,731.5 
2001 2,723.5 2,717.9 2,719.4 2,713.1 2,710.1 2,707.4 2,695.3 2,694.5 2,684.8 2,675.6 2,666.8 2,660.8 
2002 2,655.8 2,649.5 2,646.5 2,649.0 2,654.2 2,650.6 2,656.5 2,660.3 2,655.5 2,656.7 2,659.2 2,656.6 
2003 2,658.6 2,656.5 2,646.9 2,647.4 2,652.3 2,650.6 2,655.2 2,660.8 2,659.7 2,664.8 2,665.3 2,672.8 
2004 2,663.7 2,671.9 2,683.4 2,692.1 2,693.5 2,698.3 2,705.1 2,707.2 2,707.8 2,723.3 2,729.9 2,737.1 
2005 2,739.4 2,742.1 2,753.7 2,764.7 2,768.6 2,771.7 2,781.8 2,788.5 2,781.8 2,798.7 2,810.3 2,823.1 
2006 2,828.6 2,834.7 2,841.5 2,842.7 2,851.1 2,863.5 2,856.5 2,867.9 2,874.1 2,874.9 2,882.3 2,891.4 
2007 2,897.1 2,912.9 2,917.2 2,921.8 2,928.0 2,935.5 2,937.0 2,940.6 2,942.2 2,947.5 2,959.4 2,963.4 
2008 2,970.9 2,975.4 2,974.8 2,973.6 2,971.2 2,963.6 2,971.3 2,970.2 2,962.6 2,930.8 2,933.6 2,914.0 
2009 2,899.7 2,877.5 2,855.3 2,845.6 2,836.4 2,824.0 2,818.0 2,803.7 2,799.2 2,795.4 2,789.4 2,782.4 
2010 2,791.1 2,785.8 2,791.4 2,797.2         

 
 

Sources: 
Employment Security Department – Labor Market and Economic Analysis 

Related Information: 
U.S. Department of Labor, Bureau of Labor Statistics 

Description: 
Employment is the total number of 
persons on establishment payrolls 
employed full or part time who received 
pay for any part of the pay period that 
includes the 12th day of the month. 
Temporary and intermittent employees 
are included, as are any workers who are 
on paid sick leave, on paid holiday, or 
who work during only part of the 
specified pay period. Data exclude 
proprietors, self-employed, unpaid family 
or volunteer workers, farm workers, and 
domestic workers. 

http://www.workforceexplorer.com/admin/uploadedPublications/3392_industry_seasonal.xls�
http://www.bls.gov/�
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