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16 Member Committee  
o Established in statute Chapter 44.28 RCW 
o Equal number of House and Senate 

members, Democrats and Republicans. 
 

Independent, non-partisan staff 

Since 1973 - The 
Legislature’s 

performance auditor 



The Bottom Line 

JLARC looks at performance 
- Performance audits 
- Special studies 
- Tax preference reviews EHB 1069, 2006 

 

Legislature sets policy 
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JLARC staff provide independent, evidence-
based answers to Legislature’s questions 
 Statute very deliberate in protecting 

independence 
 
 Audit standards guide our work 

 
 Conclusions based on strong                          

evidence 
 
 Insufficient evidence?                                        

May not have definitive conclusions. 
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We get asked all kinds of questions 

 Did UI training benefits participants 
have better employment results? 

 Can WSDOT provide reliable highway 
and bridge cost estimates? 

 What are the economic impacts of the 
purchase of public lands? 

 Did aerospace tax incentives impact 
business location? 

 Is DSHS meeting timelines to 
determine competency to stand trial? 
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We are rigorous and work in partnership 
with agencies to provide sound analysis 
Gathering evidence can take time (typically 

12 to 14 months for most studies) 
 
This ensures we have                                     

the time to look under                                    
all the rocks 
 
Answers are compared  

to what the Legislature                               
wanted to achieve 
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Most studies come from bills and budget 
provisos 

Things considered  for a study 
proposal: 
 Is it an area of significant fiscal or 

program impact? 
 Will there likely be substantive 

findings? 
 Is there enough time to do it? 
 Is JLARC the most appropriate 

agency to perform the work? 
Would WSIPP fit better? 
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What are we working on in 2015-2017? 

 
The best way to find out: 
 

check out our website 
www.jlarc.leg.wa.gov 

 
 
 

Follow us on Twitter! @WaLegAuditor 
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If you have a question about JLARC’s work, 
please call 
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Find upcoming and prior studies on JLARC’s web site: 
www.jlarc.leg.wa.gov 

 

Legislative Auditor 
Keenan Konopaski 
786-5187 
Keenan.konopaski@leg.wa.gov 

Audit Coordinator 
Valerie Whitener 
786-5191 
Valerie.whitener@leg.wa.gov 
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